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Iranian Zmbassy Denies Links With Belgian Murders 
AU3103115089 Vienna DER ST4N DARD in German 
31 Mar 89 p2 


[Excerpt] Vienna—{Passage omitted] A spokesman of 
the Iranian Embassy in Vienna told DER STANDARD 
that the Embassy does not know any details about the 
assassination [of ‘Abdallah al-Ahdal, spiritual leader of 
the Muslims of the Benelux countries, and his assistant 
in Brussels on 29 March], but that one cannot approve of 
death squads in principle. The condemnation of the 
apostate Salman Rushdie by revolution leader Kho- 
meyni was a religious condemnation and has been 
ispproved by all 46 Islamic countries. “We are not aware 
of any guilt on our part, death squads have nothing to do 
with the Iraman Embassy.” the spokesman said. Such 
questions are offensive to an embassy, he noted: “Why 
do you not ask the CIA or the KGB”™ [passage omitted] 


President Waldheim To Visit Morocco 5-7 June 
AU 3003083189 Vienna KURIER in German 
30 Mar 89 p 3 


[Unattnibuted report: “Vranitzky in Portugal, Waldheim 
also Traveling”) 


[Text] Chancellor Franz Vranitzky today starts a visit to 
Portugal, which will last until Sunday [2 April]. Presi- 
dent Kurt Waldheim remains loyal to the Arab world. 
He is going to Morocco. Waldheim will visit the north 
Afncan kingdom from 5-7 June this year 


Vranitzky Meets Portugal's Cavaco Silva 
AU3103092689 Vienna DIE PRESSE in German 
31 Mar 89 p 2 


[Kurt Klinger dispatch: “Vranitzky Stresses Neutrality 
in Portugal”) 


[Text] Lishon—Issues concerning the EC were the focal 
points of the talks held by Chancellor Vranitzky on the 
first day of his visit «0 Portugal yesterday. The Austrian 
head of government stressed his country’s neutrality. In 
his toast at the gala dinner given by Prime Minister 
Anibal Cavaco Silva, Vranitzky emphasized that even 
after Portugal's accession to the EC it has been possible 
to maintain trade between Austria and Portugal at the 
same level. 


However, Vranitzky said, this should not hinder both 
countnes from “looking for additional, new ways to 
develop and implement joint proyects.” Thus, he indi- 
rectly referred to Portuguese complaints that Austra 
occupies the bottom rank among all countnes of the 
European Free Trade Association concerning imvest- 
ments in Portugal. 


Vranitzky mentioned both more intensive bilateral eco- 
nomic cooperation and the possibility of cooperation on 
third markets on the basis of “our agreement on eco- 
nomic cooperation in third countries, which has been 
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suspended since 1984." In connection with Austna’s 
neutrality, Vranitzky said that Austria's status as a 
permanently neutral country 1s an essential part of the 
European peace order. He considers participation— 
which is necessary for Austna and Portugal—in the 
larger economic areas that are developing within Europe 
and thus transcend national borders a special challenge. 


Upon his arrival at the airport, the Austrian guest was 
received with military honors and the playing of the two 
national anthems. 


Mock Evaluates Recent Visit to SFRY 
AU 3103094289 Vienna DIE PRESSE in German 
31 Mar 89 p 2 


[Zdzislaw P. Gwordz dispatch: “Mock Draws Up Bal- 
ance Sheet of His Visit to Yugoslavia™} 


[Text] —On Thursday [30 March] Vice 
Chancellor Alors Mock concluded his 3-day official visit 
to Yugoslavia. Previously Mock had met with Croatia's 
President Ivo Latin and with Antun Milovic. the head of 


the republic's government, in Zagreb. 


“Il hope that the double taxation convention will be 
concluded,” Mock said on the flight bark to Vienna. “In 
addition, | specifically hope that, in the long run, we will 
achieve an environmental protection agreement, which 
also comprises the obligation to inform the other party 
on the construction and operation of nuclear power 
plants.” During the second half of April a feasibility 
study on the Spielfeld-Zagreb highway will be available. 
“The construction of this part of the highway would also 
reduce the strain caused by traffic jams on the Austnan 
side,” Mock said. “There will be unofficial expert talks 
On questions concerning refugees and immigration with 
a view to bringing about precautions against cxcessive 
emigration to Austria.” Mock said, referring to the 
introduction of compulsory visas for Yugoslavs 
announced by Bonn. 


“In the multilateral area we will do everything possibic 
to consolidate cooperation between Yugoslavia and the 
European Free Trade Association,” Mock said. Together 
with the Federal Economic Chamber. a symposium 1s to 
be held in Vienna soon, where the new Yugoslav eco- 
nomic laws are to be explained, which offer opportuns- 
ties for foreign investments in Yugoslavia and joint 
ventures, Mock stated 


Al a previous news conference, Mock had mentioned 
Lower Austna’s imitiative to establish a regional 
“Danube Forum™ working group, which could also be 
joined “by the Mepublic of Serbia.” The Alps-Adna 
Working Group was positively mentioned in the talks. 
Mock noted 
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* Lacina on Tax Reform, Budget, EC Membership 
36200113 Vienna PROFIL in German 
13 Feb 89 pp 36-37 


[Interview with Finance Minister Ferdinand Lacina by 
PROFIL staff writer Christian S. Oriner: “Austria 
Should Join the EC”: date and place not given] 


[Text] PROFIL: Mr Finance Minister, supposedly 90 
percent of all Austrians now pay less income tax than 
before | January. Is salaried employee Ferdinand Lacina 
also one of those who have benefited from the reform” 


Lacina: That percentage was a very cautious estimate, 
today we can state with a high degree of certainty that the 
figure is even higher. Practically everybody belongs to 
that group of winners, with the cxception of those who 
made the heaviest use of tax breaks. those who had a 
share in writeoff companies for example. Since | never 
had done that, | therefore am one of the winners 


PROFIL: How much more do you net now than in 
December” 


Lacina: I'm still not entirely certain about that because a 
couple of things are still going to change. the tax treat- 
ment of my official car. for example 


PROFIL: ..but by mid-February you must have a gen- 
eral dea now of how much more they deposit in your 
account 


Lacina: Al any rate it's some thousands of shillings more 
per month than before 


PROFIL: So Ferdinand Lacina has reason to be quite 
pleased with the Finance Minister” 


Lacina: I'm mainly pleased because in a time of budget 
consolidation we've managed to carry out a reform that 
provides greater fairness and incentive for effon. When 
the opposition avonds the rssue and your coalition pari- 
ner tres to palm it off as his own accomplishment, you 
know it's a success 


PROFIL: This week you announced that im a second 
stage of reform the 32 percent luxury tax will come down 
as well. Of course that's good news for car-buyers as the 
main ones affected. but the final result 1s questionabic 
"o you really think it's wise to encourage driving and the 


ensuing environmental problems through major price 
reductions for cars, say 10 percent” 


Lacina: The pont isn't to encourage driving 


PROFIL: ...but that's precisely the effect when you make 
cars cheaper 


Lacina: For me the most important thing 1s to provide 
reef for the consumer and for us to bring our value- 
added tax [VAT] system into conformity with the EC's 


AUSTRIA 


PROFIL: Do you think it’s mght that cars of all things 
should become cheaper” 


Lacina: It's an accident, as it were, that cars of all things 
are affected by this tax rate. But al the same time we've 
2lso got to take into account the fact that today a car 1s no 
longer really a luxury item. Really, 1 would de slightly 
absurd for us to eliminate branch railroad lines on the 
one hand and then tell the people affected by that that 
cars are a luxury good. 


PROFIL: Is this tax reduction on cars something you 
would have done on your own initiative, without the 
need to come into conformity with the EC” 


Lacina: It's certainly a measure that’s in conformity with 
developments in other countries. 


PROFIL: ...10 put t another way, a foretaste of the loss 
of autonomy that the EC holds in store for us 


Lacina: ..well, our maneuvering room isnt being 
reduced just by EC directives of course, that’s simply a 
consequence of growing international interdependence 
For instance, we're also implementing a monctary poli) 
that’s in line with international developments 


PROFIL: If thes tax reduction 1s so vers smart. why wart 
until 1992” 


Lacina: As Finance Minister | also have to take the 
budgctary side of things into account 


PROFIL. and the costs of these EC adjustments. Your 
Ministry has calculated that between them. reducing the 
lower VAT rate from 10 to 9 percent as planned and 
« smunating the 32 percent ate will cost between 7 and & 
billion schillings a year. Who's going to pay for that” 


Lacina: Undoubtedly the other side of the corn 1s that 
we'll also have to bring cxcise taxes up to EC levels 


PROFIL: The main thing that leaps to the eye there 1s the 
petroleum tax, which mm Ausina 1s substantially under 
the European norm. However, according to your offi- 
cials’ calculations, increasing t to EC levels would. 
mcrease the cost of gas by at least 15 percent 


Lacina: That's precisely why we've got tc be very cau- 
trous on that. after all we don’! want to encourage peopic 
to buy their gas outside the country. We won't decide on 
that until a later stage. here too there might be just a 
shight increase. Increases are conceivable on the beer tax. 
the automobile tax should be shifted from being assessed 
according to cubic capacity to horsepower. Above all. in 
the future heavy trucks will have to pay a larger portion 
of the costs associated with thera 


PROFIL: There will also be some mayor increases within 
the VAT system 
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Lacina: ...for instance, we're certainly unique in Europe 
im that we still tax tour:st services only at the lower tax 
rate. There will certainly be very significant difficulties 
in adjusting that. But such adjustmeni 1s simply neces- 
sary if we want to enter the EC. 


PROFIL: Can you imagine simply paying part of the 
costs of the VAT reduction out of the budget” 


Lacina: We've calculated it out. If we rarse excise taxes to 
EC levels and in return reduce VAT iax rates. «3 almost 
a wash. And if we manage to maintain our discipline on 
expenditures, certainly part of it can also come out of the 


PROFIL: In its latest review of Austna, the OECD 
obviously 1s not particularly impressed by your budget- 
ary cleanup arts. It refers—and | quote—to a “consoli- 
dation in small steps” and it even sees “a renewed 
weakening of ‘he budgetary siructure™ in the 1989 bud- 
get. which was only covered up by means of privatization 
profits and a strong international economic situation. 
That's not exactly a compliment to you. 


Lacina: The OE'"D figures are some months old. 
PROFIL: ...they're based on the 1989 budget 


Lacina: ..of which we can already se, almost certainly 


that it will be better than orginally plenred. Further- 
more, our growth 1s above the OECD a» «age, which 
does demonstrate strong domestic growth 
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PROFIL: So we're interpreting the OECD now. But ut 
does say that we've created one-third of our success 
through our own ¢fforts and two-thirds 1s pure buck. 


Lacina: Even that's extraordinarily good. In view of 
international interdependence, you can! manage more 
than one-third on your own anyway. 


PROFIL: With respect to privatization profits, you've 
more or less realized what the coalition agreement calls 
for. Does that mean that privatization 1s over for Austria 
or do you see stull other possibilities” 


Lacina: I'm really not dogmatic on that, but mghi now we 
shouldn't burden the capital market any further. We 
need a phase of quict. 


PROFIL: The instrument of privatization has gone as far 
as it Can im your opinion” 


Lacina: Yes. 
PROFIL: Among the anomalies in our tax code that 
astound foreigners like the OECD is the fact that the 


13th and 14th months’ pay are de facto tax-free. Are 
changes planned’ in this regard as part of the second tax 
reform” 


Lacina: Well, because of the fixed tax rates on the | 3th 
and 14th paychecks, we have a very unfair situation at 
the present time in terms of family support. A high- 
moome person with three, four children 1s very clearly 
favored im comparison to a low or medium-income 
person with several children 


PROFIL. __.11 also seems unfair to me that thes rule gives 
preferential tax treatment to high carners quite regard- 
less of the number of children 
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Belgium 


Organ ration Claims Credit For Belgian Murders 
JIN3103 175689 Paris Radio Monte Cavio 
in Aratuc 1215 GMT 31 Mar &9 


[Text] in Beirut, a secret organization called the Soldvers 
of Right Organization [munazzamat jund a!-hag] has 
Claimed responsibility for assassinating Imam * Abdallah 
al-Ahbdal, a Saudi national and director of the Islamic 
Cultural Center in Brussels, and Salim al-Buhayr. a 
Tunisian national and director of the library 


At the end of 1988, this organization claimed responsi- 
bility for assassinating Hasan “Ali al-Amuri, a Saudi 
diplomat, in Bangkok. In a statement broadcast today. 
the organization affirmed that it killed the two officials 
in charge of the Islamic center in Brussels duc to their 
imvolvement with the Israch intelligence service, the 
Mosad. under the guise of carrying out religious activs- 
ties. The statement also accused the two officials m 
charge of the center of carrying oul acts which harm 
Islam and of being enemies of both God and Islam 


* Bulgarian Attache Expelled for E 
36190010 Brussels LE VIF/L EXPRESS im French 
24 Feb &9 pp 10-11 


[Article by Serge Dumont: “The Sophia Agent™] 


[Text] Just a teow monsters and a handful of sciect 
functionaries knew of the affair, Approxmmately 2 weeks 
ago. in the greatest secrecy. Belgium expelled the military 
attache of the Bulgarian Embassy. According to exclou- 
sive mformation received by LF Vib, L EXPRESS. the 
“diplomat” tried to form an o7zcrational nctwork made 
up of informers in differen’ multinational organizations 
located in Brussels. He targets were several Western 
imter-State admuiustra‘sons. Did the minister of foreign 
affairs declare this sy PNG (“persona non grata™ in the 
pargon of the profession) or did he simply demand his 
recall” It 1s useless to wart for an official response from 
Belgian authorities: none will be forthcoming. Contacted 
by telephone. the press attache of the Bulganan Iegation 
in Brussels was. for hes part. cautious and reserved. He 
insisted—vainly—on reading this article before publica- 
thon and suggested a mecting at the embassy “to present 
hes version of the facts.” 


The reaction 1 a normal one. The Sophia regime docs 
not get good press in Beigeum. The affair may therefore 
tarnish again an image that 1s already mm very bad shape 
Besides, this expulsion also embarrasses the Belgian 
government. Unlike his French, Britssh or American 
colleagues. who proclaim “fraudulent” diplomats unde- 
sirable anc capel them under the cye of television 
cameras, Leo Tindemans, minisicr of forcign affairs 
favors a “low profile.” By adopting a policy of silence, he 
secks to avon eventual reprisals (the cxapulsion of a 
Belgian national resideng in Soph. a. for instance). Thes 
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tactec does not, however, stop certam Bulganan diplo- 
mats, who find increasingly difficult to tolerate the 
usurpation of them prerogatives by thes country’s spe- 
cial services, from imtimating their approval of the 
measure taken toward their troublesome “comrade ~ 


Be that as « may. the affair comcides oddly with the 
dismantling of an important Rome-based Italo-Soviect- 
Buigarian network by Sisimi, the Italian military intetl- 
gence branch. The five known members of this nctwork 
were amassing confidential documents on the Itahan 
army's coded transmission system and a new type of 
armoring made of composite materials. Should this 
discovery be linked to the hasty retreat of the Bulgarian 
military attache in Brussels’ To date, there 1s nothing to 
support dong so. In any case, it 1s known that his file, 
compiled by the Criminal Investigation Department 
following a long penod of surveillance, 1s damning. The 
man, whom no one wants to name im order, swears a 
functionary i the Ministry of Foreign Relations, to 
avord porsoning Belgian-Bulgacian relations, was shad- 
owed and photographed atiempting to recruit informers 
for the DS. the offensive imtelligence service of hus 
country’s people's army 


The investigation was apparently conducted by th B4 
brigade of the Criminal Investigation Deparimeni, a 
team of 20 specialized in counter-espronage operations 
throughout the Belgian territory (except for military 
areas) Led by police commisssoner C. and located on 
the 10th floor of number § Mecus Square. the headquar- 
ters of the intelligence service, B4 1s divided into several 
sections. Among them is a group of mspectors special- 
ized in Bulgarian affairs. For a numicr of reasons, B4 is 
one of the most secret brigades of the “House.” Indeed, 
during the cold war, Western special vervices held thei 
counter-cspronage (CE) in higher regord than u did 
other secret agents. Undoubtedly the faci of surveying. 
approaching via tortuous routes, and cves trying to 
recruit East-block agents to the other side lent them a 
certam prestige on the eyes of their colleagues. Varticu- 
larly dune, that troubled pernod when the secret war 
was much more dangerous than 1s today Until the 
beginning of the seventies, moreover, the CE was con- 
sedered the “noble brigade” of the Criminal Investiga- 
tion Department—that to which any agent worthy of the 
name should belong Since then. mentalities have 
changed and the “elitism” of B4 members 1s becoming 
extinct 


However, that does not prevent the brigade. whose prov- 
moe extends to the surveitance of Soviet, Bulgarian, 
Hungarian. Romaman. Polish. and East German agents. 
from retaiming certain prerogatives tha, came out of the 
cold war One cxaample among others is that its archives, 
nicknamed the “yellow files.” are distinct from those of 
other services. Moreover, the latter must request special 
authoriza*ion to consult them In addition, the adminis- 
trative personnel who study and analyze the information 








gathered by the field inspectors are the obyects of a senous 
: mvestigation. This is not the case for other 


background 
administrative department members in Mecus Square. 


that the 
work alone and that the General 


Contrary to what one might mmaginc. the expulsion of the 
diplomat-spy did not trigger cuphona m Beigian CE 
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circles. It 1s 4 vectory of course, but like the other foreign 
services, the Criminal Investigation Department and the 
SGR/SDRA have always preferred to keep an eye on a 
perfectly sdentified agent (ym order to discover his con- 
tacts and eventually “intoxuscate™ them with false infor- 
mation) rather than deal with new faces on whom 
in-depth investigations will have to be made 


The ai force colonel Guy Binet’s “removal from the 
loop” m September 1988 once again alericd public 
opimon to the danger of espronage. The colonc! was 
selling files classified “confidentual™ and “secret” to the 
GRU. the Sovect military mntetlgence agency 


Today. the expulsion of the Bulgarian miliary attache 
confirms the view of several specialists that Brussels 1s 
gradually becoming tye European capitol of the mitctl- 
gence world. A role nt would gladly do without 
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Restrictions on Contacts With PLO Lifte: 
LD3I103103 189 Kuwan AUNA on Enelish O81 GMT 
3i Mar &9 


[By Adh Bserso} 


[Text) Ottawa, March 31 (KUNA}—Canada announced 
Thursday might was lifteng all restrictvons on contacts 
with the Palestine Liberation Organisatvon and that a 
recognises the mght of the Palestiman people to scif 
determination 


The decrsson which was ummediaicly attacked by a 
vesetong Isrech monster and prarsed by Palestinian per- 
sonalrtees on Canada was made public by the Foreign 
Minister Joe Clark who stressed that the decision does 
not entail Canada’s official recognition of the PLO or a 
Palestinian state proclaimed last November 


Premier Bran Mulroncy hastly sought to reassure Israc! 
that the decrmon would not affent Canada’s strong 
support for Tel Aviv 


The ( anadian decisson was immediately implemented in 
New York where Canada’s permanent representative to 
the Unvted Nations Yves Forter held the first ever Paies- 
toman— anadian encounter with the alternative observer at 
the PLO messon at the UN Naser al-Qudeah 


Clark sard om a press conference he held here that the 
PLO had altered its posrtron and became more moderate 
and therefor Canada has decided to lift all restrictions on 
making contacts with 1 


The Unned States and Britian had aircady paved the 
way for the Canadian move by estat ‘ishing contacts with 
the PLO. The Canadian foreign minister added that his 
country has to take the PL“? into comssderation and that 
the Paiestrman sole representative of the Palestiman 
people “will be a party to any future solutron m the 
Mirddic Law 


Vesrtong Israch Koesset member Eliyahu Ben-Elisar 
described the Canadian decision as deplorable and said 
the move was not encouraging and does not fall im the 
interest of Israci Jewrsh leaders in ( anada commented 
on the move by saying thal i was 2 wrong step 





CANADA . 


Sources of the Israch Embassy bere sand the Canadian 
decrsson would result on escalating the Palestimian uprs- 
mg om the Israch-coccupred West Bank and Gaza Sinp 


On the other hand. the Canadian move was cnthusiast- 
cally received by Palestomian personalitecs and groups in 
Canada as a spokesman for the Canadian Arab Council 
termed if a tacit recogncwon of the proclanmed Palestin- 
ian State 


PLO Information Office Director General “Abdallah 
‘Abdaliah told KUWAIT NEWS AGENCY that the 
Canadian move adds more momentum to the Middic 
East peace process anc supports peace calls within Israc! 
itself om addstron to the fact that « gives Israci no other 
option than accepting peace 


‘Abdallah added that Canadian Foreign Ministry under 
secretary for the Middle East and Africa Affairs Rai- 
mond Qu:ttiand has told him during « meeting he held 
with hem last nght that Canada docs not rule out the 
possibility of creatron of a Palestinian state as a result of 
diret negotiations 


Quitt.and. Abdallah added. caplained that the decison 
as spelled by Clark does not entail recognition of the 
PLO because Canada does not recognise organisations 
‘Abdallah sasd further that the Canadian official clanfied 
that hes country was not against the proclamation of the 
Palestinian state 


He termed the meeting with Quittiand as beng “cordiad 
and fnendly ~ 


‘Abdallah moreover. did not ruk out the posssbelity that 
PLO Chairman Yaser “Arafat might vient Canada at an 
official invitation 


Meanetule, Al4judwah reached by telephone told 
KUNA that he has informed the Canadian Ambassador 
to the United Nations during their meeting that the PLO 
hopes the Canadian decision would pave the way for 
more Canadian-Palestiman contacts toward bolstering 
bilateral relations 


Both ‘Abdallah and A)-Kidwa sand Canada was cager to 
assume a role in the Middic Eaut in the light of its 
memberstup in the UN Securty Councel whech will 
chaw next fall 
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Finance Minister on Brady Plan for Third World 
LD3 103090489 Hamburg DPA in German 
0735 GMT 31 Mar &9 


MTI Cites Police Spekesman on 


30 Mar &9 


[%) March] afternoon. Under an FRG law protecting 
personal informatior them names were not disclosed 
Wednesday or mention ¢ im the press. apart from the 
BONNER RUNOSCHAL. 


gun collection of hrs father who was a hunter Although 
the nfles taken from them m the FRG were not loaded. 
the bows were carrying a box of ammunition 


decided that the Malev flight from Budapest to Amster- 
dam via Prague was the most surtable to tan- them to the 
United States 
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Scholz Discusses East-West Relations 
AU 3003 181189 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 30 Mar 8&9 p 12 


[Kari Feidmeyer report on interview with Defense Min- 
ster Rupert Scholz m Bonn “in March™: “Scholz as 
Security Politician”) 


[Text] Public law expert Scholz has now served as 
defense menistce for 10 months. Low-altstude flights. the 
size of the Bundeswehr, the controversy over the mod- 
ermization of mrssiles—these are the topics he has to deal 
with every day. However, his imterest im politics gocs 
beyond this and comprises security policy as the core of 
East-West relations, and his imierest mmcreases as the 
changes im this ficld begin to show more clearly. The 


and disarmament. Before, 1 was quite the opposite: “The 
basic approach that has always been decisive for us 1s that 
disarmament and arms control have to follow the casing of 
political tenssons—and not vice versa—that disarmament 


that the ideas about the future of the FRG are increas 
ingly guided by the status quo: “Disarmament and arms 
control are instruments to prevent war and secure 

but invariably on the umplicit basis of being guided by 
the status quo. .f we want to achieve a European 
state of peace and overcome the division of Europe. we 


| 
. 
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It ss quite clear to Scholz why Gorbachev has acwly 
formulated the Soviet policy: for reasons of domestic 
policy. He who aspires to reform conditions at home 
needs tranquility on the external front, an objective that, 
for the time being. Moscow 1s achieving best with a 
policy that 1s asmed at preserving the status quo. Thus, 
Soviet foreign policy has been freed from its expansion- 
ist clement—at least for some time. However, Scholz 
regards this only as a first pt.ase. In his New York speech 
Gorbachev presented a fur.mer-reaching overall! concept 
with a visionary touch, Scholz said, adding that i 1s 
worth “trying it out.” 


This means that one has to analyze « ‘orbachev's concept 
and find out in what way it can be wd politically and 
how it can be applied, the defense minister said. There 
are a number of aspects that deserve this kind v/ 
approach, such as rejection of the militarization of one + 
way of thinking, or renunciation of the threat of force. 
Moreover, there 1s Gorbachev's “principie of free choice 
for the peoples,” which does not perm" any exceptions 
according to Gorbachev. “What does he mean by this 
concept” Scholz asks. Gorbachev certainly does not 
mean free elections in the sense of internal state democ- 


said. Thus, free elections are perceived ix a defensive 


However, one will have to establish whether Gorba- 
chev s perception of “the mght of free choice for the 
peoples” includes the right to change the status quo, 
Scholz added. ~ivoes this mean that the stat as 
therefore been cemented in a defensive way or 
wensioemation end chasse eine tncteted? 1 tisk 
this «6 the crucial question.” One has to atter*pt to 
y answer this question without neglecting any 
or. One important aspect im this coniext is the fact 
that Gorbachev recognizes the UN Charter, because “the 
UN Charter includes recognition of the peoples’ nght of 
self-<determination. Feace and self-determination are the 
two basic values of the UN Charter. This is where the 
approach has to start,” Schol* concluded. 


“Gorba nev has realized that reform cannes be success- 
ful without opening up. This 1s why he calls for cooper- 
aon. This is an Opportunity and—we beleve—a duty 
for us to take up Gorbact.v's proposal,” the minister 
said. One has to take up the principle of free choice, 
which. was originally intended only for the internal state, 
and appeal to Gorbachev to provide conditions for a 
real, free shaping of internal state democracy. “The 
following request haa to be made to Gorbachev: Give the 
states the opporiunity to determine its own ways— 
including changes.” Scholz proposed. Scholz well 
aware of the fact that, mm hes speech, Gorbachev com- 
bined support for “freedom of choiwe for the peoples” 
with the demand to relate thes freedom with balancing 
the interests of the individual states 
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Can the FRG contribute anything to it, and if so, what” 
“One has to analyze one’s own interests and those of 
others, and find out what can be used with a view to 
bringing about a peaceful balance of interests, and one 
has to be pragmatic and say that there are differing and 
opposing interests, however, under certain consiclia- 
‘sons, these can be made compatibic. For example, if we 
say we grant the GDR economac support to alleviate the 
situation of the people in the GDR. such as casing travel 
restrictions, then | think this 1s a viable approach. What 
matters is to satisfy the economic imicrests of the one 
side and the complete! different ummatenal interests of 
tae other side in a well-balanced way, and do so on the 
basis of Ostpolitik as a whole.” 


Concerning room to maneuver and the things that our 
side can contribute toward achieving well-balanced 
interests, Scholz gives a short answer. “This room is 
indeed limited by the Basic Law and its primupies. 
Besides, this 1s a question of political planning and the 
subsequent implementation of these plans. We have to 
work on that—with determination and perseveranc«. I 
do not want to be more specific in this context.” 


Scholz Meets Defense Minister 
LD3003 152889 Hamburg DPA in German 1238 GMT 
30 Mar 8&9 


[Text) Bonn (DP.\)}—Federal Defense Minister Rupert 
Scholtz (Christian Democratic Union), received his 
Argentine counterpart Horacio Jawnarena today for an 
exchange of ideas on security policy issues. Jaunarena 
stopped off in the federal caprtal for a short while during 
a tour of several countries. Parallel to the minsters’ 
meeting, high-ranking Argentine and Federal German 
officers met for talks on officer tramung issues. 


Government : Welcomes GDR Travel Law 
LD3103131789 Hamturg DPA in German 
1158 GMT 31 Mar &9 


(Text] Bonn (DPA}—The Federal Government has wel- 
comed the casing of travel for GDR cetizens. Gcvernment 
Spoke sman Herbert Schmuelling stared «n Bonn that if the 
GDR Government is now carrying oul conrections and 
clarifications of the regulations in force since the beginning 
of the year, which corresponds to the travel practices of the 
previous 2 years, thon that 1s to be welcomed. Schmuctling 
pomnted out that the "ederal Government in the past few 
months has discussed travel wssues several tomes with the 
GDR leadership During this 11 was repeaiedly pointed out 
that there should be no worsening in comparison with the 
state of affairs in 1987-88 


Before details of the new regulations were announced. 
Chancellory head \ olfgang Schacuble expressed similar 
views. The minister said on Deutschlandfunk that if 
after certain “estictive exapenence there 1s to be a correc- 


tron, then this corresponds to the agreements made. “In 
thal respect « 16 to be welcomed.” 
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Press Views Regulations 
AU3103130089 Cologne Deutschiandfunk Network 
in German 0505 GMT 31 Mar 89 


[From the press review] 


[Text] Concerning the easing of travel resizictions as 
announced by East Berlis, SCHWAEBISCHE ZEI- 
TUNG from Leutxirch writes the following: 


Every now and then the GDR rulers are ready to learn 
and to correct mistakes. This seems to have happened in 
the case of possibilities for travel to the West—maiunly to 
the FRG, of course—for the citizens of their state. A 
regulation which was only passed at the beginning of this 
year is to be lifted as of April and repiaced by something 
better. This was necessary, because the regulations that 
have been valid since January did not improve legal 
certainty, as had originally been announced, but had 
even further reduced travel opportunities and by no 
means put a stop to arbitrary acts on the side of local 
authorities. What is remarkable is how fast a usually very 
inflexible bureaucracy and state power have reacted to 
the anger and open criticism of its citizens. 


In SUEDKURIER from Konstanz one finds the follow- 
ing explanation: 


One does not need much imagination to picture the 
outcry and demand for improved travel possibilities at 
the synodal meeting of the evangelical churches which is 
due to begin in East Berlin today [31 March], had the 
State secretary for church affairs not poured oil on 
troubled waters in time. He has announced far-reaching 
improvements and ease of restrictions at the very right 
moment. However, this certainly clever move also shows 
how helplessly the GDR leadership is facing up the GDR 
population's demands for more freedom. The magic 
formula of the past years and decades, namely to nip in 
the bud the desire for freedom with ever stricter restric- 
tions, 1s no longer working. It can no longer work at a 
time where the USSR for the first time has offered a real 
choice in elections; where the supporter of a multiparty 
system has won more than 80 percent of the vote: where 
the socialist brothers and sisters in Hungary have even 
ventured to introduce a multiparty system; and where 
government representatives in Poland have sat at one 
table with the formerly banned trade union. This was the 
opinion of SUEDKURIER. 


SPD's Eppler on Problems With SED 
AU 3003130989 Mainz ZDF Television Network 
in German 1740 GMT 29 Mar 89 


[Ip erview with SPD member Erhard Eppler by “Kenn- 
zeichen D” moderator Dirk Sager via television monitor 
on 29 March—live] 


[Text] [Sager] The case of [GDR dissident lawyer] Hen- 
rich has become more than just a GDR domestic prob- 
lem. Cases like this one also touch upon intra-~German 
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dialogue. This applies to the government ievel and, in 
particular, to the contact between the Socialist Demo- 
cratic Party of Germany [SPD] and the Socialist Unity 
Party of Germany [SED]. Both parties had agreed to 
observe these or the culture of political conflict. One of 
the preconditions for dialogue ts tolerance in domestic 
policy. In August 1987 both parties announced in Bonn 
and East Berlin how they intended to treat each other in 
the future. 


In our studio in Stuttgart we have Erhard Eppier, who 
negotuated this document for the SPD. 


Mr Eppler, the SPD and the SED tned to agree on a 
culture of political conflict. Will you demand that a book 
like the one written by Rolf Henrich [“The Tutelary 
State, Of the Failure of Real Existing Socialism” to be 
published by the Rohwolt Publishing House in the FRG] 
also be published in the GDR? 


[Eppler] We will not quarrel about every single book, but 
it would be in the spirit of the document if the SED were 
to publish such criticism and then openly respond to 11. 


[Sager] Mr Eppler, today you published a critical balance 
sheet about the time that has passed since the signing of 
this document. The balance sheet is so critical that one 
actually asks oneself whether the undertaking was worth 
the trouble. 


{Eppler] Well, the balance sheet drawn up is not only 
critical, it is also self-critical. Concerning the peace 
process in Europe—disarmament, for instance—we 
West Germans do not look too good, either. I think that, 
nevertheless, the undertaking was worth the trouble. 
First of all, there is always tomorrow. | can very well 
imagine that one day this document will be taken up 
again by others within the SED. Second, the SED has 
indeed achieved something concerning the elimination 
of enemy images, for instance in the National People’s 
Army, and concerning disarmament. The area in which 
it has not achieved anything or has achieved only nega- 
tive things 1s internal dialogue, and we have broached 
this topic very clearly. 


[Sager] You say that the document may be taken up 
again by other people. At the moment, one gets the 
impression that the document has been shelved. Censor- 
ship of church papers, suppression of demonstrations, 
holding citizens in tutelage—all this does certainly not 
belong to the culture of political conflict. 


[Eppler] No, this is why we expressly state that regarding 
this issue the SED has been violating the spirit and the 


letter of the document for, indeed, | and “ years. 


[Sager] How have you been talking to the partners from 
the SED during these | and ‘ years? 
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[Eppler] It is part of the great progress of our dialogue 
that we are talking very frankly and very clearly with 
each other, without one party being offended and break- 
ing off the talk. 


[Sager] Do you really fee! that your words have some 
effect? 


[Eppler] | think that they have caused a discussion 
within the SED, and, of course, also within the entire 
SED society. The question of how we think the SED 1s 
dealing with this document is something that many 
GDR citizens are interested in. 


[Sager] You yourself note in your critical balance sheet 
today that the document is no longer available to GDR 
citizens. 


[Eppler] Yes, I think that about 6 weeks afier it had been 
published—thai 1s, about mid-October |1987—1the Polit- 
buro put Ga the brakes. They were probably afraid of 
their own courage, of what this document—together with 
the events in the Soviet Union, together with Honecker's 
visit to Bonn—has started. There is already a tough 
debate within the SED about whether it was prudent to 
put on the brakes, and this debate will certainly become 


even tougher. 


[Sager] You, however, will try to continue the dialogue” 
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[Eppler] We will try to continue the dialogue and to 
broach the things that we have to criticize concerning the 
attitude and the actions of the GDR and the SED in this 


dialogue. 


[Sager] Do you actually have any idea about when some 
things might really change? 


[Eppler] If 1 think of the elections in the Soviet Union. 
they are the signal for the fact that at least the conserva- 
tives there hardly have a chance any more. | think many 
people in the SED are speculating on this. If this ts 
understood, other people with other concepts could 
actually rise to power. 


Health Ministry Releases AIDS Statistics 
L.D3003151989 Hamburg DPA in Gern.an 
1203 GMT 30 Mar 89 


[Text] Bonn (DPA)}—According to Federa: Health Min- 
istry statistics, 30.351 people throughout the Federal 
Republic, 21,047 of them men, were registered as HIV- 
infected between | January 1987 and the end of March 
1989. Since | January 1982, 3,066 people have been 
registered as having AIDS, of which 1,246 have died 
already. North Rhine-Westphalia recorded the highest 
number of AIDS suffers, with 653. In Berlin, 648 were 
registered, with 426 in Hesse (of these 282 were in 
Frankfurt) 265 in Hamburg, and 520 in Bavaria (of 
which 401 were in Munich). 
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Albania’s Malile, Dumas Dis.uss Yugoslavia 
AU3003 190289 Paris AFP in English 
1852 GMT 30 Mar 89 


{Text} Paris, March 30 (AFP)}—Visiting Albanian For- 
eign Minister Reis Malile Thursday discussed at length 
unrest in the Yugoslav province of Kosovo, where ethnic 
Albanians form a majority, with French Foreign Minis- 
ter Roland Dumas, officials said. 


Mr. Malile, the first Albanian foreign minister to make 
an official visit to France, stressed that his country does 
not seek to modify its borders with Yugoslavia or desta- 
bilize the government in Belgrade in any way, but is 
concerned over the fate of the Albanians living there. 


In his toast at a state dinner Wednesday night, Mr. 
Malile asserted that “violence and tanks are being used 
to infringe on the national rights, the equality and the 
democratic freedoms of Albanians in Yugoslavia.” 


Demonstrations protesting a tightening of Serbian con- 
trol over Kosovo have left 24 dead in the past few days. 


Omani Deputy Prime Minister Meets Dumas 
AU 3003 182289 Paris AFP in English 
1817 GMT 30 Mar 89 


[Text] Paris, March 30 (AFP}—Oman's Deputy Prime 
Minister Sa‘id Fahar Ibn Taymur discussed bilateral 
relations here with French Foreign Minister Roland 
Dumas, at the close of a three-day official visit. 


The Omani official who is in charge of security and 
defence also had talks with Prime Minister Michel 
Rocard and Defence Minister Jean-Pierre Chevenement 
during his stay, and visited a number of French military 
installations. He is due to leave Paris on Friday. 


The meetings precede the planned visit here from May 
31 to June 2 of Sultan Qabus of Oman, the first such visit 
by an Omani sovereign. 


Police Arrest 8 Cocaine Traffickers 
AU 3003 182489 Paris AFP in English 
1800 GMT 30 Mar 89 


[Text] Paris, March 30 (AFP)}—Eight suspected drugs 
traffickers have been arrested and 12 kilograms (26 
pounds) of cocaine, along with six firearms, have been 
seized in a series of raids, French police said Thursday. 


Those arrested on March 24 comprise Argentinians Luis 
Rios-Osorio and Georges Panello, Mr. Panello’s French- 
born wife Agnes, three Colombians— James Amias 
Currfa, Maria Fernandez Varela, and Edgar Ospina 
Arias, and two French nationals, Anne Michel and 
Jean-Michel Fenet. 


The accused are suspected of smuggling suitcases of 
drugs from South America into France via Paris’ Roissy 
Airport, where Mrs. Pancllo is an employee of the Air 
France airline. 


* Results of Feb Franco-Seviet Economic Meeting 
35190109c Paris LE MONDE in French 18 Feb 89 p 34 


[Article by Francoise Crouigneau: “Franco-Soviet Grand 
Commission Adapts to Perestroyka™} 


[Text] In remarks made Friday, 17 February, at the close 
of the 23rd session the Franco-Soviet grand cor:=:*ssion, 
French Minister of Finance Pierre Beregovoy and Soviet 
Vice-Prime Minister Lev Alexeievitch Vorodine empha- 
sized their common desire to adapt bilateral relations to 
the new Soviet climate of perestroyka. Although the 
results of this “meeting between two pragmatists™ (to 
quote Mr Beregovoy) are probably not spectacular, the 

various agreements reached will make what was long 
po a futureless display of pomp and circum- 
stance more operational. 


It was decided that the societies of the two countries 
should be allowed to play a greater role and that mect- 
ings with French small-to-medium-sized businesses 
should be promoted. Of course, both parties agreed to 
attempt to increase trade while reducing French deficits. 
The Soviets tabled a list of products that they propose to 
sell to France. Meanwhile, France, which hopes during 
the next 2 years to increase its presence in such sectors as 
television, light industry, the hotel business, and tour- 
ism, and which expects to earn some 5 billion francs 
from “priority or npe™ projects beginning in 1989, will 
reconsider its purchase capacity for Soviet natural gas 
over the course of the year. A new agreement with the 
AEC [Atomic Energy Commission] illustrates Moscow's 
growing interest in French nuclear technology following 
the Chernobyl! nuclear catastrophe. 


However, the aspect of the session most likely to attract 
attention is the least traditional one. For the first time 
during a grand commission session, negociations were 
held between six French manufacturers and six Soviet 
manufacturers, allowing the governments to get a better 
idea of the importance of certain misunderstandings or 
problems related to the creation of joint-venture compa- 
nies. “In 2 weeks,” a joint-investment guarantee agree- 
ment will be signed in due form. It is now a only matter 
of finding common ground between the type of agree- 
ment France signed with Poland on Tuesday, 14 Febru- 
ary, and the agreements the USSR signed with Belgium 
and Poland last week. 


Repatriation of Profits 


The agreement will not solve all the problems connected 
with the repatriation of profits, but 1 does show the two 
countnes’ interest in joint ventures. At the same time, 
the banking consortium headed by Credit Lyonnais ts 
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putting finishing touches on a reworking of the Novem- 
ber draft statement of intent offering the USSR up to 12 
billion francs in loans. Emphasis on the joint venture 
aspect of the statement will make 1 possible to use the 
entire financial arsenal envisaged at the time (including 
refinancing of installments and consideration of local 


expenditures). 


A final proof of the mutual pragmatism that dominated 
the session 1s a Management execulive training program. 
This year, the program will affect around 50 Soviets, who 
will select 400-500 candidates for next year. All in all, Mr 
Vorodine felt justified in praising glasnost for making 
discussions of this nature possible. However, this 1s only 
one step towards reviving Franco-Soviet economic and 
scientific relations. 


* LE MONDE on Beneficial Results of Wage Policy 
35190109d Paris LE MONDE in French 28 Feb 89 p 14 


{Article by Alain Vernholes: “Hundreds of Thousands 
Fewer Unemployed” ] 


[Text] Doubts concerning the soundness of the Mauroy- 
Delors hardline policy on wages, imposed in 1982 to the 
astonishment of most and continued by successive govern- 
ments unti! 1987, can now be answered constructively 


According to expert calculations, the growth of real 
wages—or purchasing power—al a slower rate than 
economic productivity during the 1982-87 penod kept 
unemployment in France from rising even further. If the 
purchasing power of wages had increased as quickly as 
productivity, the unemployment rate would have been 
two points higher in 1987, affecting 12 percent of the 
working population instead of 10 percent. In other 
words, efforts made by wage earners over the past 6 years 
have kept between 400.000 and $00,000 people from 
unemployment. 


Almost all economists now agree on the negative impact 
of the very rapid growth of wages during the 1970's. 
especially after the first oil shortage in 1973 and 1974 
However, the contention that holding the line on wages 
since 1982 has had a singular impact on unemployment 
may surprise Communist Party economists and the few 
economists still loyal to the left wing of the Socialist 
Party, who have always believed that strong domestic 
demand fed by ever increasing wages 1s the best stimu- 
lant to the national productive apparatus, and especially 
to invesimen’. 


It is now evident that the positive impact of strong 
household demand maintained by wage increases would 
have been weaker than its negative effects. The decrease 
in business profits accompanied by a relative increase in 
the cost of labor would have prevented businesses, which 
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were heavily indebted at the ume, from greatly augment- 
ing investment, as they did. Also, French product com- 
petitiveness on foreign markets would have been further 
diminished. Lastly, the rapid inflation engendered by 
such a policy would have gradually slowed houschold 
consumption. 


We must now ask ourselves whether the French cco- 
nomic recovery has gone far cnough to permit a new, 
more generous wage policy. The question 1s worthwhile, 
even if the government has less and less control over 
wages, which are once again generally in the hands of the 
private sector, with each company allocating buying 
power according to its results. Theoretically, though. in 
the public sector, the government calls the shots. Yet 
official policy in this area has be unclear and inconsis- 
tent, as if the governsnent did not know how far it could 
push its employees without risking the loss of some very 


positive gains. 


Until the carly 1980's, an increasingly larger portion of 
the added value created by business was being allocated 
to wage carners, to the detriment of profits, or, in other 
words, business. Beginning in 1982 and 1983, with the 
French economy in dire straits, the Mauroy-Delors pol- 
icy gradually reversed this trend. The portion allocated 
to profits continually increased, allowing companies first 
to get themselves out of debt and then, beginning in 
1987. to start investing heavily again. 


The issue of whether or not the French economy would 
gain by continuing this trend in the allocation of added 
value 1s a delicate one. Simply pul, ut 1s a matter of 
whether real wages should continue to grow at a slower 
rate than national production. If they do, firms will make 
more and more moncy. Will they use i to increase their 
power, hire, and invest, or will they relax their efforts im 
the areas of management and efficiency” In a word, will 
they put on muscle or put on weight” 


It +S not certain that the Rocard government, which 1s 
bogged down its relations with the public sector, has a 
clear response to give. Continued strong cconomic 
growth makes many matters casicr, allowing the govern- 
ment a few more months to think about and clarify these 
positions 


* Poll Shows Sk on Politicians 
35190099b Paris LE FIGARO in French 2 Feb 89 p § 


{Article by Charles Rebors: “Politicians Loss of Repute 
A FIGARO-SOFRES Poll French Reaction to “Les 
Affaires” | 


[Text] The pudgments of the French regarding the politico- 
financial scandals being headlined by the media bear the 
imprint of skepticism. While 36 percent express indigna- 
tron, 27 percent consider it much ado about a matter of 
ttle umportance, 27 percent indicate indifference. and 10 
percent have no opinion. Thus, 73 percent [as published] 
consider them a maticr of little or no real concern 
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% Percent: Indignant 


Question: Regarding the affairs that are currently in the news 
(Pechiney. Societe Generale), what 1s your feeling’ 


Percent 

You find « much ado about a matter 27 
of litthe umportance 

You are indifferent 27 

You are indignant % 

No opinion 10 

Total 100 


A political connotation underlies most of the reactions, 
many of which stem from partisan prejudice. Very few 
Socialists say they are indignant, versus a majority 
among UDF [French Democratic Union] and RPR 
[Rally for the Republic] sympathizers who say they are. 
This should not be surprising. What is indeed more 
surprising, as will be seen, 1s that these cleavages between 
right and left are not always present in the responses to 
other questions. 


indifference and those deploring the 
bp dy oy irs are nonetheless cager to know the 
details. Of the persons interviewed, 68 percent praised 
the press, which, they say, did mght in probing to 
discover the truth, even should France's image suffer as 
a result. The media have found favor this time among 


those who, in other circumstances, are quick to cast 
doubt on their credibility. 

68 Percent: Press Is Right to Investigate 
Question: Regarding these affairs, what do you think of the 
press’s role” 

Percent 
The press 1s mght to investigate thoroughly 68 
The truth must be sought 
The press is wrong to give it as much space 24 
as it does. It damages France's image 
No opinion . 
Total 100 


In the opinion of 49 percent of those interviewed, the 
COB [(French) Securities and Exchange Commission] 1s 
secking to discover those guilty of insider trading. But 
the French count more on the reporters to bring these 


13 


FRANCE 


matters to light, and now on the courts, before which the 
matiers have now been brought. 


65 Percent: Press Devoted to Seeking Truth 


Question: For cach of the following persons or organizations. 
do you think he or it 1s sincerely devoted to secking the truth 
m these matters’ 


Neo 

Yes Neo Opinion Total 
Michel Rocard 49 21 w 100 
Pierre Beregovoy 46 22 32 100 
Franco Mitterrand $2 23 25 100 
Socialist Party 9 28 33 100 
COB [Securities and 49 14 7 100 
Exchange Commission] 
The press 65 i$ 20 100 


Public opinion does not recognize “guilt by association™: 
62 percent would refuse to indict Francois Mitterrand if 
one of his personal friends had profited illegally in the 
Pechiney affair. Inveterate legitimists that they are. the 
French consider the presidential function sacred. 


62 Percent: Mr Mitterand Not Responsible for U niawful 
Acts of His Friends 


Question: If a personal fmend of the president of the Republic 
were to profit illegally in the Pechiney affair, with which of 
these two opimons would you be more in agreement” 


Percent 
It would bring Franco Mitterrand 28 


into question. He must be very careful 
in has choice of frends 


It would not bring Francors Mitterrand 


imto question. One 18 not responsible for the 
unlawful acts of one's fnends 


No opinion 


Total 


Their fundamental skepticism leads them to dismiss 
both majority and opposition as equally unable to fault 
each other. At most, they judge the Socialists worse by | 
percentage point. But public opimion 1s equally severe in 
its judgment of those in the opposition who say the left 1s 
“corrupt.” Here, the dividing line between right and left 
disappears. Socialists, Communists and the UDF agree 
in deploring this accusation; only the RPR and the FN 
[National Front] approve of it. 
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52 Percent: Right Is Wrong To Cail Left ‘Corrupt’ 


Question: When the nght blames the Socialists on the Pech- 
ney affair and affirms that the left is “corrupt.” do yor think 
the might 1s rather mght or rather wrong’ 


Percent 
It os rather nght 17 
It os rather wrong $2 
No opimon 3 
Total 100 


Although they want to know the truth eventually, the 
French nevertheless feel that the affairs will quickly be 
forgotten. And that should they in any case have political 
repercussions, the damage would not affect cither the 
government or the left, but rather the image of the 
political class as a whole. 


52 Percent: These Affairs Will Soon Be Forgotten 


Question: Would you say that these affairs. 


Percent 

..will do lasting damage to the wmage 12 
of the Government and the left 
...will do lasting damage to the image 27 
of the political class as a whole 
will be quickly forgotten $2 
No opinion 9 

Total 100 


This judgment is severe, but what is worse: 39 percent say 
that French politicians are rather dishonest, versus 38 
percent who consider them honest. Unfortunately, when a 
scandal occurs involving an individual, public opimion is 
swayed by a distressing tendency to generalize. This reac- 
tion, which is frequent in Latin countries, is unfair and its 
consequences are now that television and radio 


carry political debate to the public arena. 


FRANCE 


39 Percent: Politicians Are Dishonest 


Question: Generally speaking. do you think French politicians 
are rather honest or rather dishonest” 


Percent 
They are rather honest a 
They are rather dishonest 9 
No opimon 23 
Total 100 


The tendency of the irench to cast discredit on those 
they have elected should impose on the latter a sense of 
moderation in political debate. 


How Poll Was Taken 


* By SOFRES for LE FIGARO. 

* Dates: 27-31 January 1989. 

¢ National sampling of |,000 persons representative of 
population as a whole aged 18 years and over. 

* Quota method (sex. age, PCS (employer, manage- 
ment, employee] occupational status of head of 
household), and stratification by region and category 


of agglomeration. 
* Polls Show Little Reaction to Business Scandals 


* Leaders Retain 
35190099a Paris LE FIGARO-MAGAZINE in French 
4 Feb 89 pp 98-99 


[Article by Charles Rebous: ‘Affaires’: French Not Yet 
Fazed...But Last Word Not Yet Said™] 


[Text] Cunosity whetted the appetite for the results of 
the February polls, which it was thought would show 
French irritation stemming from “les affaires.” How 
many points would they cost the Socialist leaders, and 
especially Francois Mitterrand” 


The fact is that, as of the end of January, neither the 
image of the head of state nor that of Pierre Beregovoy 
had been seriously tarnished. The first lost 2 points, and 
the second scored the same as the preceding month. As 
for the head of government [Rocard], 55 percent (-! 
point) still trust him. 
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Mitterrand: 58 Percent Trust Him 
Question: Do you entirely trust, 

rather trust, rather distrust. or entirely distrust 
Mr Francors Mitterrand to resolve the probiems 
that France presently faces” 


Versus 
February January 
1989 1989 
(Percent) (Percent) 
Entirely trust is _ 
Rather trust 43 2 
Rather distrust 20 3 
Entirely distrusi 18 +5 
No opinion 4 _ 
Total 100 100 


The poll was taken from 20 to 24 January, at the time 
when the Pechiney scandal was being featured by all the 
media and the stir it had caused in public opinion was 
already considerable. Ai that distance from the events 
themselves, their repercussions on the polls appeared 
negligible. But expenence shows that the impact an 
event has on the polls generally takes place on the recoil. 


Two new developments helped give the scandal a new 
dimension. First, there was Alain Boublil’s resignation on 
20 January. It was taken into account in the responses 


But the politicization of the affair did not actually begin 
until 2 days later with Alain Juppe’s comments. The 
Socialist rejoinder reached its culmination with Michel 
Rocard's belated statements on 27 January. This polemic 
was therefore unable to influence the poll. Will it do so in 
the more distant future? Public opinion ofien reacts 
adversely to these confrontations, which consist of drag- 
ging skeletons out of closets. Its calm contrasts with the 
confusion one observes within the PS [Socialist Party). 


A closer look reveals, without cause for patting oneself 
on the back, that a television program like “I'Heure de 
Verite” [The Hour of Truth] has a greater impact than 


1s 


FRANCE 


Rocard: $5 Percent Trust Him 
Question: Do you entirely trust. 

rather trust, rather distrust or entirely distrust 
Mr Michel Rocard to resolve the probiems 
that France presently faces” 


Verses 
February January 
1989 1989 
(Percent) (Percent) 
Frtirely trust 13 1 
Rather trust 4) - 
Rather distrust 22 “1 
Entirely disirust 17 +4 
No opinion 6 2 
Total 100 100 
“les affaires” on the view the French have of politics. 


Invited to appear on this program over ANTENNE 2 on 
9 January. former Interior Minister Charles Pasqua 
gained 6 points. But how many will he retain” 


What's more, a gain 1s not guaranteed. It depends on the 
quality of the participant. Georges Marchais, invited to 
appear 8 days later on ANTENNE 2. gained nothing. In 
fact, he lost 2 points. 


The February ratings show a msing trend among the 
leaders of the nght and a falling trend among those of the 


the pots they gained 
Seguin (-3), Balladur (-2), and Giscard d’Estaing (- 1). 


On the Right, Mrs Veil and Mr Barre continue to lead in 
the standings, thanks to the repute they enjoy among the 
Socialist Party's sympathizers. Their ratings within the 
PS rank them together with Pierre Mauroy and ahead of 
Jean-Pierre Chevenement. Similarly, within the rankings 
of the left, Jacques Delors enjoys a greater attraction on 
the part of the UDF [French Democratic Union] than 
within his own party. If the “political opening™ still has 
any meaning, these leaders are its incarnation. 
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Questies For cach of the leaders below. picase tell me if you wish to see him or her play an mmportant part during the months 


31 March 1989 
Leaders of the Right 
and years ahead 
Verses 
February Janeary 
1989 1989 
(Percent) (Percent) 
Semone Veul 50 +! 
Raymond Barre 44 1 
Franco: Leotard #9 +! 
V. Guscard d’'Estaing 37 1 
Jacques Chirac % +2 
Charies Pasqua 32 +6 
Phalippe Seguin 29 3 
Edovs:d Balladur 28 2 
Pierre Mehaignene 28 +! 
Alais Juppe 22 +1 
Jean-Mane Le Pen 12 +3 


il and Mr Barre. This is food for thought for those in 
the opposition who are striving in search of a winning 


while for the opposition the second poses the problem of 
its alhances. 


In advance of these two datelines, the popularity ratings 
wf the parties show that the RPR [Rally for the Repub- 
lic} has improved its image (+3) and that the FN 
[National Front}, which had been written off somewhat 
early, has recovered 2 points. These signs, which must 
not be confused with voting preferences, point to a 
gradual recovery of its traditional physiognomy on the 
political scene. 


PCF PS UDF RPR FN 

(*) (*) (%) (%) (*) 
Good opinion i8 56 4! Ww 10 
Bad opinion 68 33 4) 48 7" 
Hew Poll Was Taken 


* Poll taken by SOFRES for LE FIGARO-MAGAZINE 

* Dates: From 20 to 24 January 1989. 

¢ National sampling of 1,000 persons representative of 
French population as a whole aged 18 and over 


Nerves 
February Janeary 
1989 1989 
(Percent) (Percent) 
Miche! Rocard $5 -3 
Jacques Delors $3 — 
Jack Lang an -1 
Laurent Fabrus 40 -2 
Pierre Beregovoy ”~ _ 
Lionel Jospin ” +3 
Prerre Mauroy 29 =~ 
Jean-Prerre Chevenement 27 -2 
Michel Deiebarre 18 -3 
Georges Marchars it -2 


* Quota method (sex, age, PCS (employer, management, 
employee] status of head of household), and stratifica- 


thon by regions and categones of agglomerations. 


* General Indifference 
35190099a Paris LIBERATION in French 
45 Feb 8opd 


[Article by Eric Dupin: “Polls: “Les Affaires’ Leave 
French Cold”; first paragraph is LIBERATION intro- 
duction] 


[Text] Do “les affaires” really amount to scandals’ 
Nothing 1s less certain. Although the media are stirred up 
over the “affaires” story, public opinion appears not to 
have departed from a disenchanted calm. With munici- 
pal clections just a few weeks away, the real political 
climate, to the extent that it can be measured by the 
polls, 1s decidedly less contaminated than many thought 
it would be by the small-time dabblings in the stock 
market being featured in the news. 


The Administration has not been hurt, even though 
some revelations are of such nature as to embarrass it. 
True, the findings of the SOFRES-FIGARO MAGA- 
ZINE poll (1,000 persons interviewed 20-24 January) 
show a slight loss for Francois Mitterrand and Michel 
Rocard as compared to the previous month. The presi- 
dent of the Republic lost 2 points of “trust” and his 
prime minister | point. However, their ratings remain at 
a particularly high level: 58 percent of the French (versus 
38 percent) “trust™ Mitterrand, and 55 percent (versus 
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30 percent) “trust™ Rocard. The poll also finds that the 
rating of Pierre Beregovoy's future 1s at a standstill, and 
that the PS [Socialist Party] remains the favored party 
with 56 percent of “good opinions.” In the know or not, 
the Socialist Party appears in no way whatever to be 
indicted. 


True, public opinion is rarely inclined to ever indict 
anyone. “Affaires” of the moment do not visibly faze it. 
Only 38 percent and 32 percent of the French, respec 
lively, express any interest in the Pechiney and Societe 
Generale affairs, according to a BVA-JJOURNAL DU 
DIMANCHE POLL (80! persons interviewed 26-27 
January). And for 73 percent of them, “For several years 
now, political scandals have tainted the administrations 
of the left as well as those of the right.” Another poll, 
taken by SOFRES for LE FIGARO (1,000 persons, 
27-31 January), confirms the lack of indignation on the 
part of public opinion. Not more than 36 percent of the 
French say they are “indignant™ at “les affaires.” The 
authors of the polemics are clearly disavowed: 52 percent 
of the French “fault” the right for “blaming the Socialists 
in the Pechiney affair, and say the left is corrupt.” 


impact on political attitudes. Skepticism and fatalism 
combine to relativize to the extreme the impact of 
scandals. It is as if scandals teach nothing new to the 
French, who long ago divested themselves of all angelic 
illusions regarding the political world. 


impact the current affairs are having is also 
a givens. “To take advantage of 
says Michel Brule of the BVA Institute, 
.” In other words, the 
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: are particularly difficult for 
to Their mediocre intelligibility 


limits their impact. The more so since no 
political leader 1s directly involved in these shady doings. 
Jerome Jaffre, SOFRES director of political studies, also 
points out the weak impact these affairs have had on the 
deal of the political cards, but wonders, nevertheless, 
whether “the economic and moral image” of the left is 
not at risk of palling as a result of them, possibly after a 
certain reaction time. [In this view] the [subject] affairs 
are less likely to impact the current political situation per 
se than symbolic convictions and reputations. The fact 
that their mark on the public mind 1s not immediately 
visible does not mean that it docs not exist. 


H 
at 
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In full view of the forthcoming municipals, in any case, 
the poll takers see virtually no tangible effects. Roland 
Cayrol, head of the CSA Institute, sees no change in the 
polls taken recently in a number of cities. Michel Brule, 


detects a few “minor setbacks,” but seemingly of very 


FRANCE 


short duration. According to the poll takers, who have 
recently combed the terrain more thoroughly than onc 


does not appear affected by the current climate. 


This ss all the more truce to the extent that the 1989 
vintage of municipals promises to be less politicized. or 
more “denationalized.~” Unlike what occurred in 
1977 (a vigorous push of the Left) and in 1983 (a 
recovery of the right), no national political dynamic 1s 


can be expected to once again be calm local elections, 
heavily influenced by the weight of the incumbent nota- 
bles and elected officials. The poll takers agree and are 


probably exactly mght in their forecasts of moderate 
gains for the left that will offset some of its 1983 losses. 


The preelectoral studies, in their vast majority, find the 


[French Communist Party's] electoral handicap vis-a-vis 
the PS. This is being clearly demonstrated in Marseille, 
where Robert Vigouroux appears to be dominating the 
preelectoral situation through his standing as the incum- 
bent mayor. On the other hand, it must be borne in mind 
that preeiectoral polls always tend to overestimate the 
position of the incumbents. 


* Business Shows For Future 
351901096 Paris LE FIGARO (LE FIG-ECO 
Supplement) in French 14 Feb 8&9 pi 


[Report by SOFRES Director for Economic and Social 
Studies Jean-Marc Lachaud: “Optimism on the Rise”; 
first paragraph is LE FIG-ECO introduction.] 


Excerpt] Financial market prospects are judged more 
avorable than last month. But the professionals polled 
would like to see more respect for the rules of the game. 


A month ago, the professionals SOFRES [French Opin- 
10n Polling Company] polled for LE FIG-ECO seemed to 
be a little less than caught up in the ambient euphoria. 
Our second poll shows a clear swing towards optimism. 
The barometer this time reads fair weather. 


First, optimism is favored by strictly marketplace fac- 
tors. Our experts find activity levels on the Paris market 
much more satisfactory. At the end of December, less 
than half were satisfied wit). trading volume, while today 
satisfaction 1s almost universal. Similarly, confidence in 


foreign-market trends 1s considerably stronger. 

















tion with possible insider crimes committed during 
recent market and financial transactions. In your opin- 
10n, the COB's power to ensure respect of the rules of the 
market is: (a) Insufficient; should be increased; (b) Suf- 
ficient; should not be increased; (c) No opinion.” Of the 
respondents, 84 percent felt that the COB's powers were 
insufficient, 13 percent felt that they were sufficient, and 
only 3 percent had no opinion. From the volume of the 


eS ee ee 
true market policeman for the Paris stock exchange. 
SOFRES Technical Information 


* Poll conducted for LE FIG-ECO. 

* Conducted from 23 to 30 January 1989. 

* This “on-line” survey targeted a panel of 250 stock 
and financial market professionals (banks, insurance 
companies, investment and financial companies, 
mutual funds, retirement funds, and stock exchange 
companies). A total of 174 responded. 


* Thomson-Aecrospatiale Cooperation on Aeronautics 
35190109a Paris LIBERATION in French 
16 Feb 89 p 48 


[Text] For once, an actual instance of French-French 
industrial cooperation: Thomson and Acrospatiale have 
just agreed to combine operations in the area of flight 


FRANCE 


electronics, a sector dominated by the Amencans. With 
a total annual income of 5.5 billion francs and a payroll 
of 9,000 employees, the new group will be the world’s 


ment for piloting, radionavigation, communications, 
and so forth). This market—already worth over 60 
billion francs in 1986—is characterized by increasing 
Anglo-American cooperation. The merger of highly spe 
cialized, generally complementary activities 1s entirely in 


According to a Thomson spokesperson, “rationalization 
of operations within the two groups will be limited in 
scope, and no employment problems should arise” from 
this merger. Acrospatiale, which said yesterday evening 
that there were “no site closings” in the works, 1s taking 
the same line. The two partners appear to be counting 
heavily on Airbus-induced orders to get the new, as yet 
unnamed company off to a good start. 


* DGA May Propose Evreka Military Research 
351901 12a Paris LE MONDE in French | Mar 89 p § 


[Article by Jacques Isnard] 


[Text] The General Delegation for Armament (DGA) is 
studying the possibility of proposing to the Europeans 
that a military Eureka program for upstream research be 
established along the lines of what already exists in the 
field of civilian research. Y ves Sillard, who was recently 
appointed head of the DGA and who was French coor- 
dinator of the Eureka civilian program from 1986 to 
1988, has broached the idea to his British colleague, 
Peter Levene, before they discuss the possibility with 
their counterparts on the European continent. 
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for antuuhehcopier operations) version to be produced 
under the French-West German combat helicopter pro- 
gram. ALAT currently has an inventory of 73 Garelies 
armed with cannon 


Gen De Lacrom de Vaubou says “The foresecabic 
threat in the future will tend toward an imcrease in the 
risk of combat with enemy helicopters specializing mn 
air-to-air combat. This makes 1 essential to have battie- 
field hehcopters for the protection of transport helicop- 
ters or for antitank combat... Current plans call for 
ordering 75 HAP’s, which will be enough to maintain 60 
front-line helicopters—that 1s, the same as the number of 
Garelles with cannon that we already have. Will that be 
enough at the end of the century to counter the threat 
cxrsting at that time? The answer 1s far from certain, and 

. l feel that it will be desirable to procure more 
HAP’s. For the years beyond 2000, 1 will be necessary to 
consider adding to this mutial acquisition of 75 HAP’s.” 


In his interview with AVIATION MAGAZINE INTER- 
NATIONAL, the commanding general of ALAT dis- 
cussed the need to have more crews for cach helicopter. 


He said: “There 1s currently one crew per helicopter in 
ALAT. That level of manning in terms of flight person- 
nel 1s already too tight.” since the new helicopters will 
make continuous combat possible. “It will therefore be 
essential to increase the number of crews per helicopter 
Today's context 1s not favorable to that.” 


* Statistics Show Stable Birth Rate 
35190107 Paris LE QUOTIDIEN DE PARIS in French 
14 Feb 8ops 


[Article by Stephane Rak. first paragraph is LE QUOTI- 
DIEN DE PARIS introduction] 


[Text] A stable birth rate, longer life expectancy, an older 
population, and above all a mse in the number of 
marriages are the major findings in a review of 1988 by 
the INSEE [National Institute of Statistics and Eco- 
nomic Studies). 


France's population has come within a hair's breadth of 
56 million. As of | January 1989. the INSEE counted 
55,996,300 inhabitants, reflecting an increase of 0.4 
percent over last year. But that nice figure needs some 
explanation. It is not due to increased fertility. On the 
contrary, fertility is remaining stable, 11 +s the number of 
deaths which is declining. As for marriages, they held a 
place of honor in 1988. For the first tome since 1972, 
marital umions in our Country are markedly up. 


Births totaled 770,000 in 1988—the same as the year 
before. It was therefore a year of stability following the 
drop noted in 1987. In the cyes of specialists, this 
represents an important problem. Although fertility 1s 
higher in France than in other countries such as the 
Netherlands, Spain, Italy, or the FRG, the “French rate 
18 Still too low to ensure the replacement of generations,” 


FRANCE 


says Roland Pressat. a demographer for the INED 
[National Inststute for Demographic Studies}. To rem- 
edy the situatvon. cach country has its own solutions. In 
the FRG. for cxampic. the policy favoring a higher birth 
rate provides for parental leave. In France, according to 
Roland Pressat. the solution should be based on “a better 
reconcihation between family life and professional life ~ 


In the meantime. French berths are still taking place— 
and to a sicadily marriage. 
From 1979 to 1987. births rose from 10.3 
percent of the total to 24.1 percent. Legstimate births are 
continuing their steady decline. dropping by an average 
of 2.8 percent per year. 


It 1s undemabie that we are living longer. And women are 
living longer than men, since male life expectancy 1s 72.3 
years (compared to 69.8 in 1978), while women can expect 
to live 80.6 years (compared to 77.9 in 1978). The direct 
cause of this 1s the death rate, which 1s clearly down. There 
were 3.000 fewer deaths last year than in 1987. 


Older Population 


An older population is the logical result of the lower 
death rate. Of the $5,996,300 inhabitants of metropol:- 
tan France, 27.9 percent are less than 20 years of age. 
$8.3 percent are between the ages of 20 and 64, and 18.6 
percent are 65 years of age or older. This trend, which 
has been noted for the past 3 years, poses a serous 
problem from the standpoint of its economic cost. The 
imbalance between the active and iactive populations 
will soon make it umpossibie to pay pensions uniess, as 
Roland Pressat emphasizes, “the retirement age 1s rarsed 
to 70 sometime around 2010 or 2020." 


steadily and 
273,000 weddings in 1988 (8,000 more ) 
France therefore seems to be following, with some lag. the 
trend m other European countnes. There has been a rise in 
the number of marriages in Denmark since 1983, in 
Sweden since 1984, and in the United Kingdom in 1986. 


: 
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fact that today’s newlyweds are older. In 1980, 12.36 
percent got marned between the ages of 15 19, 40.32 
percent between the ages of 20 and 24, and 12.53 percent 
between the ages of 25 and 29. Today the curve is the 
exact opposite. Only 3.2 percent of those between the 
ages of 15 and 19 get marred today, and 27.04 percent 
do so between the ages of 20 and 24, whereas the number 
gctting marred between the ages of 25 and 29 is higher 
now (at 15.49 percent) than it was in 1990. 
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* Figures on of Household Income 
35 1901090 Paris FIGARO-MAGAZINE in French 
18 Feb 89 p 65 


[Three Pie-Chart Graphs: “Revolution in Houschold 
Consumption] 


[Summary] in 1963, 30.5 percent of French houschold 
moome was spent on food, 7.9 percent on health. 12.9 


2 


FRANCE 
percent on housing, heating. and lighting. 9.5 percent on 
Clothing. $.8 percent on lersure and entertainment 


and 
By 1984. only 21 percent was devoted to food, while 15.7 
went for health. 16.7 percent for housing, heat- 


used for food, 19.3 percent for health, 17.3 percent for 
housing. heating, and lighting. 5 percent for clothing, and 
10.4 percent for lersure and entertainment 
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Senate Calls For Recognition of Palestinian State 
AU3103111789 Rome ANSA i.. English 
0910 GMT 31 Mar 89 


[Text] (ANSA) Rome, Mar s1—One hundred nincty- 
seven senators sign7d and submitted on Thursday a 
motion seeking a Commitment from the government to 
recognize the state of Palestine. 


A similar motion in the Chamber of Deputies has 
garnered two hundred thirty signatures thus far. 


The imitiatives were sponsored by Prolctarian Demo- 
cratic Senator Guido Poilice and his party colleague in 
the lower house, Mario Capanna. 


The small opposition party said sixty-one percent of the 


In a jount statement, Pollice and Capanna said that, “in 
all likelihood the two motions will be debated before the 
end of April, though a final decision will have to be made 
by the floor leaders”. 


“The success of this parliamentary imitiative will cer- 
tainly contribute to making more productive and deci- 
sive an official meeting between the lower house foreign 
affairs coramuttee and me Liberation 2 Aron 
chairman Yasir ‘Arafat, scheduled for April § anc 9 in 
Tunis,” the statement added 


I¥ALY & VATICAN CITY 32 


Mitterrand, D. Mita Discuss EC Unity 
AU3103101489 Rome ANSA in English 
0°20 GMT 31 Mar 89 


[Text] (ANSA) Taormina (Sicily}—Probiems linked to 
the creation of a singie European market in 1992, pros- 
pects for the economic development of the incustnalized 
world and the new course begun in the Soviet Union by 
Kremlin leader Mikhail Gorbachev were some of the 
main topics discussed Thurs fay in the Sicilian resori 
town of Taormina by French President Francor Mitter- 
rat.d and Italian Premier Ciriaco de Mita. 


community’ future and over the coming 
cil sessions in Madrid (scheduled for June 26-27). 
The two leaders also sought to assess the Gorbachev 


phenomenon. They agreed that while it was difficult to 
ing new was underfoot in the Sovict 


With ‘Arafat Mentioned 
LD3003 194589 Paris Domestic Service 


between the French president and the PLO leader 
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Questioned on this possibility, the head of state added 
that many personalities in the West, including Mr de 
Mita, have already received Yasir “Arafat. 


Third Found Slain in Mozambique 
AU3003175189 Paris AFP in English 
1734 GMT 30 Mar 89 


[Text] Rome, March 30 (AFP}—The body of a third Italian 
missionary killed by Mozambican rebels has been found in 
the bush close to the Franciscan mission at Inhassunge, a 
spokesman for the order said here Thursday. 


A fourth missionary was still missing after rebels raided 
the mission near Quelimane over the Easter weekend. 
Two others were buried in Quelimane, capital of Zam- 
bezis. province, on Wednesday. 


The Franciscan source, citing a telex from Mozambique, 
named the third murdered missionary as Father Oresti 
Saltori, 58, The others were Camillo Campenella and 
Francesco Bortolotti. 


A Mozambican witness said he had seen the missing 
priest, named here Wednesday as Giocondo Pagliara, in 
a straw hut guarded by rebels of the Mozambique 
National Resistance (RENAMO), according to an 
unconfirmed report cited here. 


Pope John Paul Il Wednesday described the killings as a 
“very grave loss” for the Franciscan order and the 
Catholic Church. 


Church officials earlier said the four had last Thursday 
accompanied a group of Mozambican refugees to the 
mission, which was not permanently staffed because of 
frequent RENAMO attacks. 


* Ex-CGIL on Prespects for the Left 
35280093 Rome L’ESPRESSO in Italian 
19 Feb 89 pp 36-41 


[Interview with Luciano Lama, PCI [Italian Communist 
Party], former CGIL [Italian General Confederation of 
Labor] secretary general, by Chiara Valentini: “Fellow 
Travelers,” date and place not given; first two pare- 
graphs are L’ESPRESSO introduction] 


[Text] In this interview, the ex-secretary of the CGIL 
maintains that “the Communist congress should declare 
that agreement with the Socialists is the basis of the 
alternative.” However, he adds: “I learned about democ- 
racy from Togliatti.” 


“We are facing many changes on the left. And it is not 
my usual optimism that makes me say so. Many concrete 
facts show I am right.” Luciano Lama, the man who is a 
symbol of the great Italian trade union season, is begin- 
ning to speak again after a long period of silence, which 
he broke almost exclusively by criticizing his party, 
Struggling over repeated electoral defeats, or worriedly 
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analyzing the trade union situation. Lama 1s beginning to 
speak again in the midst of the debate that 1s recasting 
the Italian left, and while the Socialists are relaunching 
on a grade scale the thaw on the left. And he is doing it 
on the eve of the XVIII PCI Congress, in which he ts 
already setting about to play a leading role. In recent 
years Lama seemed to be almost in exile in the bleak 
office of vice president of the Senate, so different from 
the great room with the portrait of Di Vittono and with 
photographs of the old trade union, where he had spent 
15 years as secretary of the CGIL. And he gave the 
impression of being even more markedly ill al case as 
head of the PCI planning office—an experience ending 
in considerable disappointment. Today, however, the 
great representative of the most reformist spirit of Italian 
Communism is again on the attack, with all the ardor of 
someone who has long reflected on his own views. 


{L’ESPRESSO] Well then, Senator Lama, will you tell us 
what those concrete facts are that make you optimistic 
about the future of the left? 


[Lama] I shall begin at the beginning. Much has been said 
about the PCI crisis, its stalemate, and its loss of identity. 
Well, it seems to me that finally my party has embarked on 
the highroad of ided there are no interrup- 
tions, naturally, and that is always possible. 


{L’ESPRESSO] It is no secret to anyone that for years 
you have maintained some of the most critical views 
concerning your party. For example, you were among the 
few to vote against the nomination of Occhetto to be vice 
secretary. And, even after Natta’s illness, when it was a 
matter of ending delays, it did not appear certain that 
you would be among the supporters of the new secretary 
general. What made you change your mind? 


[Lama] I did not oppose Occhetto on the basis of 
preconceived views, but because it was not clear what 
political line he intended to follow. However, Occhetto 
later showed he had antennae to grasp the reasons for our 
crisis and to seek remedies for it. 


{L’ESPRESSO] On what did you base that conclusion? 


[Lama] On the basis of many things the secretary is 
saying and doing. But, above all, because it seems to me 
we are heading toward a very important congress. | 
believe I am not exaggerating if I say that it can really be 
a congress destined to go down in history. 


[L"ESPRESSO] That is saying a great deal... 


[Lama] I realize that. But we are finally at the crucial 
point of our transformation. We had not reached it at the 
last congress, the one in Florence, which, however, had 
verbally made fundamental decisions. And we had not 
arrived at the crucial point because later, in concrete 
action, there remained an area of ambiguity, there were 
differing interpretations. But now we truly are at the 
turning point. 
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[L"ESPRESSO] Shall we try to analyze the content of this 
transformation? 


[Lama] For me the most important point of all is the 
clear choice of the alternative, without regrets. Ber- 
linguer had launched this formula without thoroughly 
believing in it, more because of disappointment over the 
failure of national solidarity than with genuine convic- 
tion. And, even in the following years, there was much 
waltzing around. Instead, this choice is crucial. It means 
the end of the illusion, which even some of us fostered, of 
being able to carry out a progressive policy with the CD 
[Christian Democratic Party]. I believe that if some 
doubts about that persisted, they should have disap- 
peared after these months of the De Mita government 
and the Christian Democrat precongress vicissitudes. 
The other important point is our new international 
position. 


[L’ESPRESSO] However, it does not appear that PCI 
membership in the Socialist International is still on the 
agenda. 


{Lama} Actually, | proposed it 4 years ago, at the 
Florence Congress, as a practical consequence of the 
affirmation that the PCI was an integral part of the 
European left. | found very few supporters in my party, 
and there was also much criticisms of me from the 
outside. Today, however, almost everyone is convinced 
that membership will only be a question of time—just as 
it is in the logic of things that sooner or later the PCI will 
enter, and be a part of, the Socialist group in the 
European Parliament. 


[L"ESPRESSO] However, choosing the alternative in 
Italy and social democracy in Europe is not enough to 
make the new Communist identity clear. 


[Lama] That is true, but to make it clear who one is and 
where one wants to go, it is already something to have 
indicated with certainty who one's fellow travelers are. 
Therefore, I shall fight so that the congress will indicate, 
even more clearly than the preparatory documents, that 
in Italy the basis for the alternative lies in the agreement 
between the Socialists and ourselves. Naturally, other 
forces are also welcome, such as Catholic groups and the 
ecologists. But the true political link is the alliance 
between our two parties. By building this pole, the PCI 
becomes an integral part not only of the European left 
but also of the Italian left. 


[L"ESPRESSO] Well, even if in these times the question 
is somewhat out of place, do you see a genetic change 
under way in your party? 


[Lama] Before a genetic change is under way in a party, 
it is under way in society. The differences that separate a 
man of my generation from the young people of today 
are immeasurably deeper than the ones existing between 
those who preceded me and myself. As far as the PCI is 
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concerned, | see a grafting operation, instead. From its 
old roots, which surely should not be repudiated, a new 
reformist, progressive party, one concerned about ethical 
choices, may flower. 


{[L’ESPRESSO]} What roots, Senator Lama? Occhetto 
sought to find them in the revolution of 1789, in liberal 


democracy 


[Lama] I do not agree with that. I think I can consider 
myself democratic even without feeling I am a son of the 
French Revolution. I have not learned about democracy 
from such faraway teachers, but from personages and 
experiences that have been a part of my life, of my 
history. At the crucial point in Salerno, I learned it from 
Togliatti, who had come to explain to us young people, 
who were impatient to carry out a revolution, that the 
road to follow was the peaceful road, and that democracy 
was an irreplaceable good. | learned it from the work of 
the Constituent Assembly, from the birth itself of our 
Constitutional Charter. As for my roots, I am not 
ashamed to say | still feel they lie in Marxism. 


{[L"ESPRESSO] It is true that the world is moving very 
quickly, but does it not seem strange to you at one point 
to find yourself to the left of Occhetto? 


{Lama} Not at all. | have always had the habit of 
expressing my views with much frankness, outside of 
models. It seems to me that the new secretary does not 
find ideas different from his own to be unwelcome, so 
much so that sometimes he seeks to encourage them. 
Occhetto is very different from Berlinguer, even in 
character. It is much easier to agree with him. 


{L’ESPRESSO] Let us return to your Marxist roots. It is 
an unexpected return for an implacable reformist such as 
yourself, who has no second thoughts. 


{Lama} I do not share that judgment. Italian reformism has 
always had a strong class view of society. It is a banality to 
think that people like Turati, Treves, and Matteotti were 
cautious moderates. | think that for Communists and 
Socialists today, rather than looking for distant roots, it is 
much more useful for them to proceed to a discussion of 
pre-Fascist reformism and the characteristics of the Social- 
ist Party before the Leghorn split. 


[L’ESPRESSO] On the other hand, you yourself, Senator 
Lama, served in the PSI [Italian Socialist Party] before 
joining the PCI in 1946. 


[Lama] Yes, I was in Oreste Lizzadri’s faction, which, 
even at that time, was thinking of a union of Socialists 
and Communists. It is an idea that has never left me, and 
it has often brought me much criticism. 


[L’ESPRESSO] Today it really is Claudio Martelli who 
talks about unity in the near future, in 1992, the very 
centennial of the founding of the PSI. 
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[Lama] It would be a rather improvised novelty in such 
terms. One does not have to be a political specialist to 
realize that operatoons like that require enormously more 
tume. Above all, | think that our two parties can obtain 
much more support at the present time by remaining 
divided because they are rooted in different sectors of 
society. What counts is that we should not seck to split 
votes away from each other, and [instead] reach concrete 
political understandings. 


{L’ESPRESSO] Does all that seem realistic to you” 


[Lama] Openings can now be seen in the PSI, afier a 
period of great contentiousness. But each does not have 
the same sense, or the same importance. As | said. 
Martelli at most makes declarations of good will, but 
accompanies them with dangerous slips about abortion. 
a fundamental issue for lay groups. What Giuliano 
Amato said in recent days on the subject of the deficit in 
the government budget is much more meaningful. An 
article by Giorgio Ruffolo, which appeared 2 weeks ago 
in REPUBBLICA—the most concrete offer of collabo- 
ration that has yet come from the Socialists—is also of 


great importance. 


[L’ESPRESSO] Many consider that in practice it 1s very 
difficult to attain a real alternative [coalition] with a 
Craxian PSI. 


[Lama] | don’t believe that Craxism is a political doc- 
trine. It was rather a style of behavior during a certain 
phase, now almost totally over. Moreover, we Commu- 
nists cannot think of an alliance with a piece of the PSI. 
And the same is true for the Socialists, as far as we are 
concerned. Today the PSI is led by Craxi, and one has to 
allow for that. Of course, if many voices like Ruffolo’s 
and Amato's were to be heard, it would be easier to reach 


an agreement. 


[L’ESPRESSO] Occhetto argues that a point of agree- 
ment has already been reached, namely, on taxes. Ruf- 
folo talks about ecology and electoral reforms. Does that 
seem to you to be a sufficient field of action” 


[Lama] I propose adding two problems that today seem 
to me to be absolutely crucial for a move forward. One is 
the South, yes, the same old South about which we have 
poured rivers of ink, to the point that it seems almost 
rhetorical to talk about it, but which, on the contrary, is 
the true, genuine, contradiction in our development. 
One must have the courage to say that today Italy is a 
country half of Northern Europe and half of North 
Africa. The second problem is immigration from the 
Third World. And that is the real topic for tomorrow, 
because everything shows us that the problem is inexo- 
rable, and Italy is not a multiracial society like the 
United States. With us, tensions can become even more 
explosive, and the left should not allow itself to be caught 


unprepared. 


ITALY & VATICAN CITY 


[L"ESPRESSO] According to you, what role could the 
trade union play in the future lineup of the alternative? 
Many have observed that, in the recent FIAT affair, it 
was overtaken by the Communists and seemed to be 


dragged along by them. 


{Lama] | should state first of all that in this case the PCI 
did very well to act autonomously. The question of rights 
of workers within the factory is a great question of 
political democracy, and a party of the left is obliged to 
deal with it. Probably the i ade union showed a certain 
slowness, the result of the crisis begun, indeed, at FIAT 
with the clash of 1980 and our defeat. 


{L"ESPRESSO} Let us discuss for a moment that defeat, 
which truly was a watershed of the time. At that time you 
were the most representative man of Italian trade unton- 
ism. Did you ever feel personally responsible for what 
happened? 


[Lama] Yes, | have thought a great deal about it, even 
after having left my post as secretary general, and | 
should tell you that | did feel responsible. We were very 
much behind with respect to the reality that came into 
play, that was the real fault. As an excuse, I can say that 
all that occurred because we had committed ourselves 
agonizingly to the struggle against terrorism. We were 
defending democracy, and we did not realize that, along 
with the Red Brigades, there were coming forward new 
technologies, new philosophies about success, height- 
ened individualism, and competition between workers. 


[L"ESPRESSO] It is widely thought that CGIL’s greatest 
tume of crisis coincided with the coming to office of your 
successor, Antonio Pizzinato. Today do you regard that 
as a mistaken choice” 


[Lama] I prefer not to reply because | am unable to tell 
hes. 


[L"ESPRESSO] Do you see signs of recovery with Bruno 
Trentin” 


[Lama] Yes, without doubt. It has been noted that I have 
always thought differently from Bruno Trentin about 
many things—also our histories are very different. He is 
above all an intellectual; | was trained in the struggles of 
the Ferrera workers, and of the base. But we have 
identical opinions on some fundamental points—for 
example, that the trade union should not only defend the 
rights of workers as a group but also struggle for the great 
general questions. Despite all its pains and its crises, 
Italy continues to have the finest trade union in the 
world, the most advanced, just because not only the 
CGIL but also the CISL [Italian Confederation of Trade 
Unions] is imbued with these values. Also, the presence 
of a force such as that renders the alternative easier. 


[L"ESPRESSO]j Does it not seem to you that the resig- 
nation of a leader of the younger generation such as 
Guido Bolaffi sounds a dangerous warning alarm? 
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[Lama] That ts simply an ugly story. It was clear that 
Bolaffi did not have the stuff of a trade unionist. One 
who has 11 does not give up the trade union, and does not 
go and serve as consultant to anyone. 


[L"ESPRESSO] But even you, Senator Lama, had to 
leave the trade union, although for quite different rea- 
sons. Do you muss i” 


[Lama] Yes. in a way that even for me is difficult to 
express, even more than one might imagine. To be a 
trade up-onist 1s something that fills your life utterly, 
something you cannot do without. Today | feel a very 
great vord, and I cannot say that politics, although filled 
with excitement and hope, is enough to fill that void 


* Discontent Increasing Within Carabinieri Force 
35280088 Rome L’ESPRESSO in Italian 
12 Feb 89 pp 6-1 


[Artucle by Carlo Galucci: “Secret Weapon”) 


[Text] Recruitment standards, training methods, and 
low pay—those are the principal causes of the poor 
morale in the Carabinieri. And they are also behind the 
police reports in which many soldiers have been 
included by name in recent times. But there are also 
other facts behind the scenes where the Carabinier: are 
concerned. 


A Toyota was his dream—a fantasy difficult to realize with 
the mei_ct pay of the Carabinieri, which 1s not more than 
| 400,000 lire per month after 8 years of service. Maurizio 
Incaudo, 26, in the accounts of his fellow soldiers, seems to 
have been a dandy who was fond of automobiles and the 
good life, but also a nervous type who was violent and 
ready to come to blows, and one having fnends who were 
anything but perfect. This eccentric individual finally 
succeeded in buying it [a Toyota}—used and on the 
installment plan—in defiance of the regulation that 1s 
always in force in the Carabinien that does not permit 
going into debt Greed caused him to come to an ugly 
death. On Saturday 28 January 1989, together with 
another Carabiniere—Alessandro Chieppa, 25 and a 
former policeman—he attacked a truck carrying valuables 
in the Verceliese, killed another member of the Carabiniern 
who had recognized him, and finally committed suicide by 
shooting himself in the head. 


An ugly story. Unfortunately it also is not the only one in 
which individuals belonging to the Carabiner have been 
involved. In the last 2 years, too many cases of Carabiner 
members involved in drug trafficking or engaged in extor- 
tion, who were falsifiers of evidence, rapists, and assassins. 
have been recorded. And perhaps many other repugnant 
episodes have been avoided by dismissal from the ser- 
vice—128 soldiers simply labelled “undesirable” just in 
1988. A small matter, certainly, in the light of the 107,280 
men engaged to perform their duties well, honestly and 
often with courage, but still enough to cause the alarm bell 
to be rung. With all respect for the 21 soldiers who died and 
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the 516 who were wounded on duty in the course of the year 
1988 alone, with recognition for the 10,000 kg of drugs 
that were confiscated, for the 1.932 works of art thai were 
recovered, and for all the other actions that cannot be 
summarized in figures, it 1s necessary to break a taboo and 
admit that the Carabimien are passing through a critical 


penod 


How did 11 get started? How did the remarkable, depress- 
ing escalation of the last few months develop’ What 1s 
the evil secret that 1s concealed behind the scintillating 
facade of efficiency’? To learn more about this, we 
analyzed the three most sensitive points involved in the 
entire military mechanism: the recruitment. the training. 
and finaliy the financial (but not just financial) compen- 
sation of the Carabinieri. 


Cherchez la femme. the old provincial histonans would 
suggest as a means of solving the mystenous crimes that 
are committed. “Consider money,” the general in com- 
mand of the Carabimen, General Roberto Jucci, sug- 
gested, and he explained that nowadays the recruits ask. 
“How much will we get”” first of all, as soon as they 
arnve. Once the young people from the country who 
were allowed to put on the uniform of the Carabiniern 
were proud of their new status and satisfied with 1. But 
now too many Toyotas are displayed in the streets, and 
the cities offer so many diversions that the 20-year-old 
Carabinien cannot be issued passes, and they cannot be 
consoled by being told to wait for increases according to 
semority. After 24 years of service, a lance corporal stil! 
gcts | 700,000 lire per month, and a noncommussioned 
officer at the peak of his career, with three children to 
support, goes into retirement still far short of 2,000,000 
lire. Pay ss more decent for officers. A colonel gets 
3,000,000 lire, but that 1s an entirely different story 


What does a lance corporal do with his monthly 
1,300,000 lire? Naturally, he buys a car. He 1s almost 
forced to get one since he 1s forbidden to serve in the area 
where his family lives and, owing to the impo,bility 
because of regulations, of getting a girlfriend in the place 
where he 1s assigned. Perhaps he also wants a beautiful 
car to offset—in the eyes of his frnends—his unfashion- 
able appearance with his hair cut and the obligation to 
respect the rules regarding return to the barracks (every- 
body im the barracks by midmight unless they have 
requested permission to stay out longer). It won't be a 
Toyota, but it 1s necessary to go into debt for a mere Fiat 
| also, and the pay 1s reduced a bit more by his getting it. 
Certainly less money remains in a Carabiniere’s pocket 
than in that of his friend, a mechanic or an artisan, not 
to mention a businessman. And, finally, he is far away 


from his family, he spends moncy to telephone them and 
to travel. He spends money because he feels lonely. 


Two young Venetian reservists on their way to Rome in 
response to the call to reenlist, and who don't want to 
reveal their true names for obvious reasons, say, “We are 
treated like pawns, driven from one post to another. The 
first to come forward are the representatives of the local 
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gangster organization. They are the most alert, they give 
you confidence, they provide entertainment, at first they 
don’t ask for anything. but then 1 1s possible that you 
will be taken in.” 


The two young Carabimeri spent the 3-month training 
penod at Fossano, near Torino. They bunked close to 
Paolo Camesasca, the reservist who was killed in the 
Bagnara massacre (four Carabiniern assassinated by a 
fellow soldier who then committed suicide). During 
1988, 28.771 young fellows asked, as they did, to perform 
their military service in the Carabinien. A little more 
than half got in. On average, 20 percent of them decided 
to remain and reeniist. as did Alessandro Chieppa. who 
was one of the two robbers of Vercelli. Incaudo, on the 
other hand, had chosen mght from the start to go into this 
profession, in the 1980's he frequently went to the 
battlemented barracks in the Prati District of Rome, 
where the Carabinier’s cadet school had been located for 
more than a century. From that time on, the number of 
rerwests for admission increased very rapidly. There 
used to be 11,000, but now almost 30,000 come in every 
year. Of those candidates, only 4,956 were actually 
enlisted in 1988. More than half of the actual Carabiniern 
come from the south or the islands (only a fourth of them 
come from the north). Seventy-nine percent of them 
dropped out of school at the end of the third media 
Lyumor high school]. 


A first big skimming off of candidates occurs when the 
medical examination izkes place. Then they move on to 
the aptitude tests. They are of three types: cultural, 
intellectual, and personality. The first make use of com- 
mon questions of the “Who was Garibaldi?” type. The 
second are concerned with the solution of matherr atical 
and geometrical problems—for example, “Complete the 
numerical sequence two, four, six, eight.” The third type 
are the most interesting. One of the tests that is used the 
most (this one, like the others, for a certificate from the 
Organizzazion: Speciali, a specialized society of the 
Giunt: di Firenze group) is the Minnesota multiphased 
personality inventory (the first version dates back to 
1943). From the answers to the tests, the psychologists of 
the Carabiniernn can obtain indications regarding the 
clinical, schizoid, or aggressive characteristics of the 
candidates to enter the Carabinieri—hints that are then 
investigated in the course of a conversation with each 
individual young man. The entire selection process lasts 
3 days. To be enlisted, it is necessary for the individual 
to be at least |7 years old, not to be older than 26, and to 
be single or a widower with no children. For the first 4 
years of service, commitment to the Carabinieri must be 
total. After that, one can even get married. 


The 7 months of training pass by quickly. At the begin- 
ning, in the Benevento and Iglesias cadet schools in 
Rome, the formal aspects of military discipline—march- 
ing, discipline, saluting, and so forth—are taken care of. 
Then, for 20 weeks, the recruits learn to use weapons on 
the firing range, to drive automobiles, to write reports, to 
make arrests, and to write up misdemeanors. A year ago, 
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the training became much more practical. Setting legal 
philosophy (“What 1s a theft”) and mechanical learning 
aside, they aim at refining the operational capacity of the 
Carabimieri. To facilitate the transferring of expernence, 
General Jucci has made it a requirement that the com- 
manders of squadrons within the school should be brig- 
adier generals, with tours of duty in command of tern- 
tonal posts behind them. 


The final phase of the training program 1s made a genuine 
peniod of apprenticeship. The recruits are used, together 
with colleagues with more seniority, in patrolling service at 
the stadium, ai road blocks, and in the offices that are open 
to the public. Finally, when the 29 weeks are over (it will 
soon be 11 months), the young soldiers are sent to one of 
the 4,625 Carabinien posts scattered throughout Italian 
national termtory. Many dreams are often smashed there. 
The two young Venetian recruits testify again, as follows: 
“There is no satisfaction any longer, we just receive orders, 
receive orders, and that's all. So many regulars just let 
themselves go at last.” There are those who vent their 
frustrations on those around them. Some become arrogant, 
others begin to take advantage of the smail and large favors 
the uniform can procure for them: discounts on every- 
thing, automobiles at bargain prices, free dinners in the 
restaurants. And the proverbial probity of a soldier begins 
to give way. The English psychologists use the term “burn 
out™ to explain the psychological detenoration of people 
like policemen, who have social functions to perform. 
Domenico Parsi, the director of the Department of Psy- 
chology of the National Council of Research, explains as 
follows: “It is not enough to subject the candidates to a 
battery of aptitude tests that are outdated anyhow, and, 
using a methodology that has been surpassed by now, such 
as those used by the Carabinieri, to obtain good men. It 1s 
also necessary to shape the personalities of these young 
men in a suitable manner, to provide correct models of 
behavior, and to prepare them for the deterioration that 
inevitably will undermine them.” 


The research workers of the National Council of 
Research, who in the past have cooperated with the 
applied psychology center of the Carabinieri, have for 
some time been suggesting to those responsible for the 
Carabinieri the introduction of periodic scientific tests 
to serve as alarm bells for checking on how well the 
Carabinieri members are retaining their moral strength. 
But it appears that the advice has not been accepted. 
“The institution evidently prefers to remain faithful to 
an instrument that has prejudice and a lack of objectivity 
as its known characteristics,” Parisi comments. It is well 
known that the commanding officers’ notes on the 
personnel cards are a formidable internal-discipline tool, 
but they certainly do not solve the crisis in which the 
Carabinieri find themselves, and they do not strengthen 
the soldiers’ minds. They only serve the purpose of 
guaranteeing the commanding officers’ control over 
Carabinieri members’ careers. And the fact remains that, 
behind the facade, the poor morale of the Carabinieri is 
increasing. 
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Confessions of 2 Warrant Officer 


Giuseppe De Luca, with 31 years in uniform, knows all 
the problems of the Carabinieri from the inside. He 
breaks his silence here and gives vent to his bitterness: 


“The Carabimien came into being to enable the citizens 
to live peacefully, but how 1s that possible if we ourselves 
are not peaceful in the first place?” Warrant Officer 
Giuseppe De Luca 1s the first Carabiniere with the 
courage to come out in the open on this subject. His 
testimony makes it possible to take a look—not sub- 
jected to outside influence—at life in the Carabinieri. 
with its frustrations, its anachronisms. and its harshness. 
He knows that he may pay for doing so. “I am very much 
afraid, | must admit. But still, somebody has to begin to 
tell the truth. After all, they can't do anything to me 
beyond putting me on pension ahead of time,” he says 


De Luca, after having gone through the whole gamut of 
yobs in the Carabiner (patrol car, post command, inves- 
tigative team, border police), now works in the admin- 
iStrative services of the Legion of Udine headquarters. 
“Tranquillity 1s lost, to a considerable extent, as a result 
of being transferred. Our leaders call it “movemen- 
tation,” but im reality 1s a blow that can shock you 
suddenly and unexpectedly. | recently saw a fellow 
soldier crying over being transferred. He would have left, 
too, but it was his family that he was concerned about. 
His children, in particuiar, would be forced to change 
schools and make new frends for the nth time. 


Tension at home 1s also often provoked by the rule that 
forbids the wives of the Carabinieri to work. They are 
permitted only to take some “not unsuitable” jobs such 
as teaching. The family budget suffers from this, as well 
as from the fact that the stipends of the Carabinieri are 
what they are, and tranquillity disappears. De Luca, for 
example, with a home-loving wife, three children, and 31 
years of service behind him, makes 1,800,000 lire a 
month, including extra compensation. “An officer with 
the same semority that | have makes at least twice as 
much, no matter what his rank may be. The bonus of a 
heutenant colonel for 30 years of service 1s more than 
130,000,000 lire. A warrant officer does not get as much 
as 40,” the noncommissioned officer explains. “You 
can't give to some people with a shovel and to others 
with a fork. Either there are no funds available for 
anybody or they are divided equally among —: 
Sometimes, for example, the noncommissioned officers’ 
club does not mect because it is said that there is no 
space for it. But, for the people with the stars, there is no 
lack of meetings with the luxury of lights and carpets.” 
Warrant Officer De Luca continues, “The former com- 
manding officer of the Carabinieri, Senator Umberto 
Cappuzzo, has criticized the claims of the Carabinieri, 
but who is to blame if thousands of people set to work to 
learn trade union language in a hurry’? The commanders 
like to say, “It is we who are your trade union.’ It is not 
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true. There is no confidence in them. There is no 
tradition of dialogue between us. If an officer comes to 
talk to me. 1 1s | who am suspicious. Senator Cappuz7o, 
when a lance corporal once tned to introduce a criticism 
of him during a hearing of the Troops Central Represen- 
tative Council (the organ of representation of the mili- 
lary personne!) at the Palazzo Madama. flew into a rage. 
He shouted, “Order, discipline", pounding on the table 
with hus fists so vigorously that the other members of the 
parliamentary commiutice had to reprimand him.” 


The noncommissioned office has great respect for his 
supenors, but he cannot refrain from making some distinc- 
tons: “There are exceptional officers and others who are 
only good when on parade. I have been told of a high- 
ranking officer who once lay in ambush in an automobile 
m the vicinity of a barracks. The patrol, thinking that 1 
contained a couple wanting to be alone together, were 
leaving the car alone when suddenly its lights were turned 
on and it hurned away at top speed, immediately followed 
by the Carabiniern’s truck. After a while he stopped, got 
out, and identified himself, it was the commanding officer. 
“I wanted to find out your reactive capabilities,” he 
explained to his fnghtened men. 


The warrant officer from Friuli-Venezia-Giulia tells, 
unhappily, what doesn’t work im his working environ- 
ment. He would like for everything to function perfectly. 
He is afraid that the spirit in which he makes his 
statements will be misunderstood because of the delicate 
situation of the Carabiner at present. What he would 
like most of all would be to present a defense: “The 
strength of the Carabiner has always been us, the lance 
corporals and noncommissioned officers. The picture of 
the mother-hen warrant officer, always ready to help his 
men, but also ready to control them, was legendary. Sad 
to say, it 1s disappearing today. We are becoming a 
humiliated and resigned category of people. Even the 
duty schedules arrive quite promptly from the upper 
echelons. Even the small creative action involved in 
planning the work of a small post has been lost. The 
warrant officers, no longer being used to advantage, fee! 
themselves to be commanders of men less and less. They 
take it easy and are reduced to always saying ‘yes.’ Some 
noncommussioned officers, even very good ones, ask to 
be transferred to other assignments: airports, barracks, 
or ministnies—positions where they become staff mem- 
bers without responsibility, without uncapected events, 
and, above all, without any danger. In short, they choose 
the less burdensome jobs. A very bad sign.” 


* Public Health Minister Attacks Abortion Law 
35280087 Rome L’‘ESPRESSO in Italian 
5 Feb 8&9 pp 6-11 


[Article by Chiara Beria di Argentine: “Abortion Prohib- 
ited”, first paragraph is L"ESPRESSO introduction) 


[Text] 








Boycotting the Law 


The “Mangiagalli Case” has emotionally stirred up the 
controversy over the limits of Law 194 10 years after its 
passage. Let's take a look, reason by reason, case by case, 
at why it hasn't worked. 


It's difficult for them to talk about 1. They almost feel as 
though they're the guilty ones rather than the victims of 
those who, in many ways, even if only with a punitive 
attitude or a derisive remark, do not apply a law of the 
state. Lucia, 24, unmarned: “After the abortion, I was a 
wreck. A doctor came up to me and laughingly sand, “You 
should use a condom! Don't you know that there's a 
contest and you could even win a car?” Anna, 31. 
marned, with two children: “In the hosprial, whoever 
had an abortion was treated with subtle contempt. They 
reprimanded us for every little thing, even the way we 
stood in line for tests.” Renata, 32, a teacher, unmarned: 
“The worst part is the waiting. I had to wait 30 days.” 


Thus alone, hurt, feeling guilty, Anna and Tenata, three 
of the 200 women who told about their abortion expen- 
ences in Milan hospitals—the study was sponsored by 
three private lay consultants—were paradouically fortu- 
nate. The war that broke out around Law 194, which 
legalized abortion in Italy as of May 1978, is character- 
ized by bishops’ appeals, a mass objection from doctors, 
and politicians’ denouncements. As seen by women, this 
war reveals a tragic fact. On the one hand, certainly, 2.5 
million abortions have been brought out in the open, and 
not one woman has died; but, on the other hand, 
embarrassment, risks, and psychological pressures force 
them back calvary suffered by women 
in silence as if it were a price to be paid. A tribunal for 
patients’ mghts was needed to denounce the case of a 
16-year-old girl infected with toxemia, who was admit- 
ted to the Milanese hospital of Niguarda after weeks of 
roaming from one clinic to another. Twice she was sent 
to preop and then back to the ward because, in turn, 
there was a ical objector. Until the final humil- 
sation: “Look, this could have been a baby,” an obstetr- 
cian told her as he showed her the fetus. 


And again. Women forced to wander from hospital to 
hospital, city to city, region to region in order to find a 
place to have an abortion. Women who wanted a baby 
until the prenatal diagnosis revealed a malformation in 
the fetus. “They're the most desperate. They cry. They 
scream. They threaten to throw themselves out the 
window if we don't help them,” says Emilio Arisi, chief 
physician at the hospital of Suzzara, in the province of 
Mantova. 


Any yet there is no denouncement, no rebellion. On the 
contrary, while a law wanted by women flounders in 
general disinterest, in the end, one woman has ended up 
the center of attention. “We're against abortion. The 
individual people don't interest us, but it's our duty to 
denounce the cases in which an already too permissive law 
is distorted,” says Nicola Natale, president of the Medical 
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to Milan on 18 January. Only the intervention of the 
mayor, Socialist Paolo Pillitteri, put an end to a very 
suspicious investigation. For hours, in fact, the four 


covered up the names of 
the patients,” assured ~ Cattin at Palazzo Madama. 
but his word was certainly not enough to calm dozens of 
women and guarantee that their mghts had been 


Message to Women 


Milan, Monday 23 January. In the city the climate has 
become increasingly tense. Antiabortion leaflets appear 
in front of hospitals, and, at | 700 hours, Luisella Seveso, 


female voice asks her how much moncy the newspaper 1s 
willing to pay for the full name of the woman who had an 
abortion at 5 months. “I got the impression,” says 
Seveso, “that whoever was calling had obtained the 
information from somewhere in the hospital.” While 
Dambrosio put all his files under lock and key, the health 
coordinator at the hospital of Sesto San Giovanni also 
screened, without warning the doctors, the abortion files. 
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Having now spread from Rome to Milan, the antuabor- 
tion message has already had repercussions throughout 
Italy. “In the small centers of the south, women have 
always been afraid of being singled out when going to the 
hospital. Now, because of the minister's action, clandes- 
tune abortions will avalanche.” accused Renata Saieva., 


gynecologist at the clinic of Alcamo, in Sicily. 
Divided Minister 


“As a man | am antiabortion, as minister | must enforce 
Law 194.” For days this has been the leitmotiv of Donat 
Cattn. Applauded by Catholic fundamentalists, 
defended by Christian Democrats, accused by Commu- 
nists, protected by the embarrassed silence of the PSI 
{itahan Socialist Party}—“He uses abortion to win pre- 
congressional! approval,” comments Socialist Marghenta 
Boniver, who is less inclined than others on Via del 
Corso to pardon everything im the name of govern- 
ment—in reality Donat Cattin has done precious little to 
guarantee the enforcement of Law 194. His last report on 
abortion dates back to 1987—pages and pages of data 
and tables with vigorous warnings about the danger of 
the disappearance of the Italian ethnic group, but only 
nine lines and one incomplete table on the objection 
phenomenon. Although the final report of the in-depth 
investigation prepared by the Chamber has not yet been 
released, L'ESPRESSO. with the help of doctors and 
regional counselors of the abortion movement, has suc- 
ceeded for the first time in piecing together a more 


precise map of the phenomenon. 


Map of Sabotage 


What is hidden behind the constant drop in legal abor- 
tions (197,000 in 1987 and 189,000 in 1988)’ The 
success of a prevention policy or, as claimed by the 
Italian Association for Demographic Education (AIED), 
the reemergence of clandestine abortions? The map of 
objections shows that, next to regions such as Emilia 
Romagna, where the law has been subverted, in interior 
territones of the Republic, Law 194 is not respected. 
Here are some examples. Basilicata: In 1986, according 
to the Minister, objectors were at 40 per- 
cent. The truth is quite different. “The abortion service 
at the hospital of Matera has been closed for 4 years. No 
abortion has been performed in the province or in 
Potenza,” states Anna Maria Riviello, regional counselor 
of the PCI [Italian Communist Party]. In Calabria, 
where, according to Donat Cattin, the objection was 
already at 70 percent in 1986, entire health izations 
objected. Information obtained for L’'ESPRESSO by 
Simona Dalla Chiesa, regional counselor of the Indepen- 
dent Left, reveals that Law 194 is not applied in the 
hospitals of Siderno (eight doctors objected out of a staff 
of eight), Melito Porto Salvo (five objectors out of six), 
Gioia Tauro, Locri (11 objectors out of 1! gynecolo- 
gists), and Trebisacce (where the anesthetists and nurses 
also objected en masse). And again, in western Sicily the 
rate of objections from gynecologists exceeds 70 percent. 
Last, there’s Lombardy, a region “forgotten” in the 
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minister's report. With 80 percent of objectors among 
doctors, Milan and its province top the i.» as the Italian 
capital of the objection of conscience. And, although the 
percentage 1s slightly lower in the region—73 percent of 
doctors—there are cities such as Como, where all five of 
the doctors have refused to apply the law. 


“beortion by Proxy 


“If these are the figures and the objection 1s by now so 
widespread, | wonder how in the world Italy still has so 
many legal abortions,” asked Nicola Natale, leader of the 
fundamentalists objectors. The answer is not only in the 
efficsency of some organizations that fill holes opened by 
others, but also in the exploitation of young unemployed 
doctors. “Hospital administrations hire them only to do 
abortions, and pay them by the hour,” explains Bruno 
Rusticali, an assistant at the hospital of Ostia. Such 1s the 
case in Rome at the hospitals of San Filippo, San 
Camillo, San Giacomo, and San Giovanni. 


The Golden Diagnosis 


What price does the entire community pay to replace 
someone who, without even having to justify his choice, 
refuses in a public organization to apply the law’ The 
most obvious contradiction to the phenomenon of objyec- 
tions is still another [objection] and concerns the cases of 
therapeutic abortions—after the first 90 days of preg- 
nancy—such as the one at Mangiagalli. They are rare 
operations—0.6 percent of all abortions—but they 
reopen unresolved questions. What does it mean. for 
example, that the fetus, as the law says, must have “a 
relevant abnormality” Up until what week can and 
would an abortion be performed? But, above all, who 
should decide whether or not a handicapped child should 
be brought into the world—the mother, with the advice 
of her doctor and, eventually, some specialist, as the law 
States, or some type of an ethical committee, as the 
antiabortionists are starting to propose” 


What the Future Holds 


Legal proposals to thwart ihe obstructionism of doctors 
(the first to sign were the radicals Massimo Teodor and 
Franco Corleone), requests from the Communists for 
special appropriation for clinics in the south (in Sicily 
only 3 percent of the women obtain a certificate for an 
abortion in a clinic). Will the Mangiagalli case at least 
help initiate not only the law but also increased use of 
contraception and stop any woman from using abortion 
as a means of contraception? Ten years of the law has 
taught us many things—for example, that even women 
who know how not to get pregnant resort to abortion, 
and that, among the repeaters, are many college gradu- 
ates. According to Roberta Carini and Ida Finzi, two 
psychologists who work in Milanese clinics, “We've 
learned that underlying abortion there is often a message 
of solitude. The women do not need to be educated, but 
to establish a relationship based on trust.” 


But how many Italian women today find an appropriate 
place and, above all, someone willing to listen to them” 
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Austria's Vranitzky Arrives, Meets Cavaco Silva 
L.D3003201289 Lisbon Radio Renascenca in Portuguese 
to Europe 1800 GMT 30 Mar 89 


{Excerpts} The Austman chancellor arrived in Lisbon 
today on an official 3-day visit canvassing support for 
Austna’s bid for EEC membership. 


This afternoon, Chancellor Vranitzky met with Prime 
Minister Cavaco Silva, after which he spoke only to 
Austrian journalists accompanying him. Cavaco Silva. 
for his part, made no statements. However, we have 
learned from a source at the Prime Ministers’ Office that 
they discussed, iter alia, the possibility of Austra 
yorning the EEC. The chancellor told Cavaco Silva of his 
country’s interest mn yorning. The Portuguese prime min- 
ister 1s believed to have expressed sympathy. but reiter- 
ated Portugal's known stance of only agrecing to new 
members in the EEC after the single market has success- 


fully been brought into being. [passage omitted] 


Another condition set by Portugal 1s that the EEC should 
only be enlarged wo include countnes from Western 
Europe, a position he 1s expected to reiterate this evening 
in hes speech at a banquet in Chancellor Vranitzky's honor. 


Cavaco Silva and Vranitzky are also beleved to have 
discussed the East-West dialogue im its many aspects, 
with particular reference to the question of eliminating 
the imbalance of conventional forces in Europe and the 
creation of confidence and security-building conditions 
in the dialogue between the two blocs. 


* Iran Invites in Reconstruction 
35420062b Lisbon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS 
ECONOMIA in Portuguese 13 Feb 89 p 8 


[Excerpts] The rebuilding of the Iranian economy is 
expected to cost about 18 billion contos. This is a project 
which 1s attracting hundreds of investors, and among 
such giants as the FRG or France, Iran wants to give 


priority to Portugal. 


“Portugal could be the first European country to partic- 
ipate in our reconstruction project,” the Iranian ambas- 
sador in Lisbon, Jahan Bakhsh Mozafari, said. 


“The fact that Portugal has evidenced a neutral attitude 
with regard to the war in the Persian Gulf and has 
adopted a position of nonintervention in the domestic 
affairs of Iran has made a good impression on the 
Iranian authorities,” and they are interested in strength- 
ening bilateral tres, Mozafari, the first ambassador of the 
Islamic Republic to be assigned to Lisbon, stressed. 


The Iranian diplomat emphasized that there is a poten- 
tial for expanding cooperation with Portugal in the fields 
of ship construction and repair, pharmaceutical prod- 
ucts, public works, and others which he did not specify. 


PORTUGAL uv 


He noted that the Lisnave shipyards recently signed an 
agreement with the National Iranian Yanker Company 
(NITC) for the repair of a flect of oi! tankers. 


The agreement involves annual and renewable contracts, 
the first of which, for 1989, comes to about $5 million 
(755,000 contos). 


Within 3 years, the Industral Antibiotics Production 
Company (CIPAN) will also establish one of the largest 


Tehran. The cost of this project will come to about 1.2 
millon contos. 


The rebusiding of the Iranian economy, which will cost 


On the other hand, Portuguese sales to Iran in the first 10 
months of 1988 were down to 3.2 million contos, as 
compared to 7.7 million for 1987 and about 7 million 
contos for 1986. 


* Cavaco Silva Seen Losing Advantage 


* Poll Shows Drop 
35420060 Lisbon SEMANARIO in Portuguese 
4 Feb 89p 10 


[Article by Maria Joao Vieira; first paragraph is SEMA- 
NARIO introduction] 


[Text] The fieldwork for this poll was carried out 
between 20 December 1988 and 12 January 1989—that 
is, when no one had yet paid the first installment on the 
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The PRD [Democratic Renewal Party] 1s in hot water. 
a a bg Eh epg hey apr maenege 1 
the PRD in July 1987 willing to do 1 again, the PRD 
would now receive 3.2 percent of the total vote. 


Voter discontent is not penalizing all the parties. The 
CDU [Unitary Democratic Coalition], for exampic, has 
never been in a better position as far as faithful voters 
are concerned. If elections were held today, 91.6 percent 
of those who voted for the CDU in July 1987 would vote 
for the Communists again. No doubt about it: there 1s no 
crisis, dissidence, group. congress, or leader's illness that 
can shake the faith of the CDU's voters. On the opposite 
side of the house in Parliament, the CDS [Social Dem- 
ocratic Center Party] docs almost as well as the CDU, 
since it still has 75.1 percent of its voters. In the case of 
both parties, that stability among voters 1s accompanied 
by a slight increase in voting intentions. In October of 
last year, the CD had 12.7 percent of the potential 
, and it now has 13.3 percent, while the CDS is up 
4.3 percen! (in October 1988) to 4.6 percent now. 


rE. 


ite the infidelities of its voters, the PSD is still the 

ith the most votes, and it has the majority with 

5 t of the potential Portuguese vote. But care- 
interviews for this poll were conducted between 
December 1988 and 12 January 1989. And while it 
already certain that Jorge Sampaio would be the new 
of the Socialist was not held until 
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the last day of the poll. In answering the 
ire, the respondents had not yet had any news 
the top mecting by the largest opposition 
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their pay for the first month year was still a 
long way off. They had not yet experenced the bitter 
taste of the IRS 


Poll Results: January 1989 (percentages) 

Voting Intention Poll | Poll 2 Poll 3 
Abstention 7 24.5 22.6 
CcDU 12.0 13.5 13.3 
CDS 35 46 46 
PS 178 224 25.6 
PSD 330 473 465 
PRD 17 41 3. 
Other 16 43 41 
Blank vord 5 38 2.7 
Don't know/no answer «9 see below 


Technical Dats 


Universe: Individuals over 18 years of age residing in 
mainiand Portugal in localities with 10,000 inhabitants 
or more. 


Sample: $96 individuals. 


Sampling: Random route method used to select homes, 
quota method used to select the individual to be inter- 
viewed in cach home. The sample has nonproportional 
imputation and was weighted in the data processing 
phase to ensure that it was representative of the universe 
im question. 


Sampling points: 140 sampling points (localities). 


Interview method: Direct personal interviews using a 
structured questionnaire in the homes of the respondents. 
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Fieldwork: Interv:ews conducted between 20 December 
1988 and 12 January 1989. 


* Cabinet ‘Trump Card" 
35420060 Lisbon EXPRESSO in Portuguese 
4 Feb 88 p 17-R 


[Article by Teresa Sousa: first paragraph is EXPRESSO 
introduction} 


[Excerpt] Discontent, distrust, and disenchantment: for 
the first tume, the state of public opimon 1s unfavorable 
to Cavaco Silva. And the test represented by the Euro- 
pean elections 15 in sight. 


Time was when confrontations had to do with the way 
the government viewed itself they had purpose, and they 


at their lowest point ever. ee 
character of “moving in a straight line™ to bring about 

change and into an that has no 
direction or destination. , the talk about economic 
cuphona 1s coming up against people's weariness at the 
repetition and the drop in purchasing power 


brought on by an inflation rate far higher than predicted 
and by an abruptly implemented tax reform. 


be facing its first major test at the ballot box: a challenge 
requiring appropriate responses in order to avoid or, in 
the worst of cases, recover from a setback. 


words, there 1s only one trump card marked “cabinet 
reshuffic,” and it will have to be played in the context of 
the full 4 years, not as a means of “rescuing” an clection 
contest which, mn terms of power, 1s merely a giant public 
opimon poil. 


Because of that. the firm conviction in Social Demo- 


i cisions Gy coamnal one el cuuiien bar aaaiian 


The question worrying those around the pnme minister 
who are trying to interpret his intentions 1s how the head 
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Communist Party}, and even PPM [Popular Monarchist 
Party},” as Carlos Lilaia told O INDEPENDENTE-; 
adding: “PS [Socialist Party] runs the msk of being left 
alone in the race for the capital chamber.” 


* UDP, PCP To Meet 
354200716 Lisbon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS 


in Portuguese 26 Feb 89 p 24 


declared: “We are not going to propose any opposition 
political platform, because it would be deceptive. We 
want coalitions im which cach party's identity ms main- 
tained, and which will succeed in inflicting trade union. 
political, and electoral defeats on PSD. There is a strong 


party by itself 1s an alternative to PSD, or could succeed 
in inflicting serious defeats.” 


the “wmmediate™ release of Otclo Saraiva de Carvalho. 


The commussion charges: “Otelo and his comrades from 
FUP [United People's Front] have been subject to pre- 
ventive imprisonment for nearly 5 years. The scandal of 
this situation 1s exacerbated by the fact that the Consti- 
tutronal Court has concurred with Otelo's appeal, which 
requires the immediate provision of habeas corpus based 
on illegal detention ~ 
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Government ‘Well Briefed’ on PLO Views 
PM 3003134989 Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE 
in Danish 28 Mar 89 p 1 


[Terkel Svensson report: “No Invitation for ‘Arafat™] 


[Text] Foreign Minister Uffe Ellemann-Jensen (Liberal) 
has no plans to invite PLO leader Yasir ‘Arafat to 
Denmark. 


“I do not consider it necessary at present,” Uffe Elle- 
mann-Jensen told BERLINGSKE TIDENDE. 


In an interview with BERLINGSKE TIDENDE SON- 
DAG Yasir ‘Arafat said that he was “working on™ getting 
the Danish Government to invite him to Denmark. 


At the same time Yasir ‘Arafat criticized the Danish 
Government for taking a different line from the other EEC 
nations by not having positive contacts with the PLO. 


“I am a little puzzled,” Uffe Ellemann-Jensen said. 


“We in Denmark have excellent contacts with the PLO. 
The Foreign Ministry has ongoing contacts with the PLO 
office in Copenhagen, and as recently as last fall | met 
with the PLO's ‘foreign minister,” Faruq Qaddumi. So 
we are well briefed on the PLO's views, and on that point 
we are no different from the other EEC nations.” 


Last week the foreign minister paid a visit to Israel, and 
in a few days’ time the Nordic foreign ministers’ meeting 
will take place in the Faeroes. 


“Two of the Nordic foreign ministers have recently had 
meetings with ‘Arafat. So, in order to maintain a certain 
balance, I thought it useful that there should also be one 
foreign minister who had recently been in contact with 
the Israeli Government. And during the meeting I called 
on the Israeli Government to enter into negotiations 
with the PLO,” Uffe Ellemann-Jensen said. 


“But clearly we must have contacts with all sides,” the 
foreign minister added. 


“We must be careful not to isolate Israel on this issuc, 
and here Denmark has a particular duty as one of Israel's 
oldest friends.” 
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Yugoslav Airlines Office ‘Demolished’ 
LD3103115489 Belgrade TANJUG in English 
1027 GMT 31 Mar 89 


[Text] Goteborg, March 31 (TANJUG)}—The Yugoslav 
Airlines JAT office in the very centre of the Swedish 
town of Goteborg was demolished by unidentified per- 
sons last night. 


Stones and other hard objects were used to break the 
glass on the doors and windows of the JAT office. 
Significant material damage was caused. 


A police investigation 1s underway. 


Control Problem Led to February Fighter Crash 
PM3003 141789 Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER 
in Swedish 16 Mar 89 p 6 


[Bjarne Stenquist report: “JAS Control System at Fault™] 


[Text] The crash of the prototype Pursuit-Attack-Sur- 
veillance [JAS] aircraft in February was due to a previ- 
ously unknown fault in the aircraft's control system. The 
State Aviation Accident Commission will investigate 
whether the Swedish Airplane Corporation's [SAAB] 
schedule of test flights was responsible for the fault's not 
being discovered. Delivery of the aircraft will be set back 
by about a year. 


Some 10 meters above the runway, when the JAS was 
coming in to land, a new fault developed in the prototype 
aircraft's control system. 


Slow responses in the control system meant that the 
aircraft's nose began to swing up and down uncontrollably. 


The pilot attempted to eject, but reached out for the 
ejector button in the wrong place, according to the State 
Aircraft Accident Commission in its record-speed inves- 
tigation into the aircraft crash, made public yesterday. 


Prior to the test flight it was known that the JAS-39 was 
subject to uncontrollable sideways rolls. That is why it 
was decided that the aircraft should not be tested in too 
strong a wind. 


The test flight on the day of the crash went normally 
right up to the time of landing. But then unexpected 
gusts of wind meant that the aircraft tipped sideways. 


The aircraft's pilot, Lars Radestrom, used rapid move- 
ments of the joystick to keep the aircraft on an even keel 
and to prevent the aircraft from rolling so much that one 
of its wings would hit the ground. 
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Al the same time he discovered that the aircraft was a 
few meters too high in the air. He the 
joystick forward a little. Slow responses in the control 
system meant that this had no effect. 


“The pilot's only chance of righting the plane would have 
been to let go of the joystick completely. But the pilot has 
yet to be born who would release the joystick 10 meters 
above the ground during landing,” accident commission 
chief investigator Rune Lundin said. 


“The pilot did nothing wrong. It is unacceptable that the 
control system has been designed in such a way that 
violent pitching like this can occur,” commission chair- 
man Olof Forsberg said. 


The accident commission will continue its work. It will 
now investigate whether there were any shortcomings in 
SAAB’s test flight schedule. 


The central question will be: Why were the faults in the 
control system for raising and lowering the aircraft nose 
not discovered earlier? The crash happened on the JAS 
aircraft's sixth test flight and after a long series of tests of 
the automatic control system in a simulator. 


“The investigations we have carried out so far indicate 
that there could be certain shoricomings in methodol- 
ogy, planning, and the evaluation of the test flights. 
Perhaps too much has been packed into each test flight in 
order to keep to the timetable,” Rune Lundin said. 


NORDIC COUNTRIES 


The accident commission pointed out that in their 
written reports after the first five test flights the pilots 
used about the aircraft's shortcomings 
than they did in oral discussions with systems engineers 
and technicians. 


Some of these test flight reports have only been read by 
the engineers since the crash. A number of problems 
similar to those which led to the crash were described in 
a handwritten assessment by SAAB’s chief pilot, Stig 
Holmstrom, 2 days before the crash, the commission has 
pointed out. 


“I think that the commission has moved a little too 
quickly here. It has pointed to things that it sees as 
shortcomings without discussing with us our way of 
working. 


“It was impossible for us to predict this fault,” SAAB test 
chief Milton Mobarg said. 


However, the accident commission is optimistic about 
taking steps to correct the fault in the JAS control 
system. 


“There are no faults in the aircrafi’s basic construction. 
The faults lie in the control computer's software. Steps to 
put things mght can be taken without playing around 
with the aircraft itself,” Rune Lundin said. 


“The control fault is quite small, but it had major 
consequences,” said Harald Schroder, managing director 
of the JAS Industry Group, which consists of SAAB, 
Volvo Flygmotor, Ericsson, and the Swedish National 
Industries Corporation. 


The crash, together with earlier delays, means, however, 
that the first deliveries to the Air Force are now planned 
for 1993, a year later than originally estimated. 


Harald Schroder was unwilling to say anything about 
who will pay the increased costs resulting from the crash. 
The next airworthy prototype is expected to be in the air 
before the end of the year. 


Defense Minister Roine Carlsson and Supreme Com- 
mander Bengt Gustafsson were very cautious in their 
comments on the accident commission's report. 


The Armed Forces Material Administration has been 
instructed by the government to produce a report by the 
end of May on the consequences of the crash. The 
accident commission's report is a foundation for the 
materiel administration's work, Roine Carisson said. 


“The Air Force is not worried about the project. The 
problems outlined in the report seem soluble,” Air Force 
press spokesman Gosta Edwards said. 
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Turks Accept UN ‘Deconfrontation’ Proposal 
TA3003200789 (Clandestine) Bayrak Radio in Turkish 
to Cyprus 1930 GMT 30 Mar 8&9 


[“Statement” by Foreign and Defense Ministry spokes- 
men, dated 30 March 1989] 


[Text] As is well known, during talks held by the Turkish- 
and Greek-Cypriot leaders under UN auspices in New 
York on 22 November 1988, the Turkish-Cypriot side 
made a deconfrontation proposal. This proposal was 
drawn up as a measure to increase security by defusing 
tension and preventing fatal incidents in areas along the 
buffer zone in Nicosia, where the military positions of 
the two sides are very close to each other. 


Following our proposal, the UN officials have begun to 
hold separate contacts in Cyprus with the civil and 
military officials of the two sides in a bid to reach an 
agreement for the evacuation of military positions 
located in certain critical Nicosia regions. The Turkish- 
Cypriot side confirmed, in a written statement to the UN 
secretary general on 27 March 1989, its full acceptance 
of the text of the agreement submitted to the two sides on 
1 March 1989. 


Denktas Says No in Talks 
TA3003 174489 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1700 GMT 30 Mar 89 


[Excerpt] Lefkosa (A.A.}—Turkish Republic of Northern 
Cyprus (TRNC) President Rauf Denktas today said that 
no rapprochement has occurred between goals of the 
sides at the second round of intercommunal talks, A.A. 


correspondent reported from Lefkosa. 


Evaluating the talks held between 15 September and 28 
March at a news conference today, Denktas refuted that 
UN Secretary General Perez de Cuellar will produce a 
document to seek agreement of the Greek and Turkish 
communities at their New York meetings in the first 
week of April. [passage omitted] 


Press Comments on Wilkinson Visit, U.S. Policy 


Human Rights Posture Viewed 
NC3103074989 Nicosia THE CYPRUS WEEKLY 
in English 31 Mar 89 


[From the “Viewpoint” column: “Pressure on Turkey”) 


[Text] Two independent U.S. committees dealing with 
human rights took a strong stand this week, calling on 
the Washington administration to put pressure on Tur- 
key to allow greater freedom of expression. 


A report by the two committees, the U.S. Helsinki Watch 
Committee and the International Freedom to Publish 
Committee, criticised the U.S. Government for minimis- 
ing the problems in the area of freedom of expression in 
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Turkey. It added that the United States is in a position to 
use its influence with Turkey, in view of its long-standing 
ties with Ankara, and the military aid to Turkey. 


The government and people of Cyprus have been advo- 
cating the same thing ever since Turkey brutally invaded 
Cyprus in 1974, to occupy its northern part and commit 
all the war crimes and continuing human rights viola- 
tions for which it has been found guilty by the Judicial 
Committee of the Council of Europe. 


It is a pity that the two American committees, particu- 
larly the one monitoring compliance with the human 
rights provisions of the Helsinki Accords among the 35 
signatory nations, did not refer to the far more glaring 
human rights violations committed by Turkey against 
Cyprus, a fellow Helsinki Accord signatory, not to men- 
tion the oppression of its Kurdish minority. 


We wish the two committees had widened their demand 
for official U.S. Government pressure on Turkey to force 
her to respect human nghts across the board. Even so, 
the people of Cyprus, and Turkey, should be grateful to 
the two committees for drawing attention to even one 
aspect of Turkey's abominable human rights record, and 
the consequent shaming of the U.S. Government for 
turning a blind eye to this state of affairs. 


‘Positive’ Wilkinson Positions 
NC3103095 189 Nicosia O FILELEVTHEROS in Greek 
31 Mar 89 p 3 


[From the “Liberal” column: “Positive Points”) 


[Text] From all that James Wilkinson, U.S. State Depart- 
ment special coordinator for Cyprus, said, we can see 
numerous points which demonstrate that the U.S. 
Administration is capabie of introspection and courage. 
Whether or not we agree with what Wilkinson said, as, 
for example, on the international conference on Cyprus 
and his opposition to such a conference, we cannot 
degrade the importance of the new U.S. position in 
support of the demilitarization of Cyprus. This position 
of the U.S. Administration :qust lead us to certain new 
thoughts and evaluations about the general role of the 
Western factor in the Cyprus problem, because to date 
we have firmly argued that the West wanted Cyprus to 
play the role of an unsinkable aircraft carrier in this area. 
Naturally, when Wilkinson accepts the demilitarization 
of Cyprus he does not refer to the British bases, which 
are not a part of the Cyprus Republic but only a part of 
Cyprus. In any event, even acceptance of the demilitari- 
zation of the territory of the Cyprus Republic is a step in 
the right direction. With the proper approach by us—the 
Greek as well as the Turkish Cypriots—we could expand 
this so that it bears the proper fruit. 
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U.S. ‘Intervention’ Seen 
NC3i03102089 Nicosia TA NEA in Greek 
31 Mar 89 p 3 


[Editorial: “The U.S. Intervention™] 


[Text] The recent visit by James Wilkinson, U.S. State 
Department special coordinator for Cyprus, was a direct 
result of the latest developments in the Cyprus problem. 
This fact, however, cannot create any form of optimism. 


This is because the U.S. Administration is not viewing 
the Cyprus problem from the right angle. What directly 
interests the U.S. Administration is that the dialogue 
should continue in such a way that it can launch its 
intervention to encourage a solution which will in no 
way be in the interests of Cyprus or its people. 


CYPRUS 


It is obvious that the U.S. Administration turns toward 
Turkey, not to make it comply with the UN resolutions, 
but to create impressions for the very purpose of putting 
pressure—even though discreet—on President Yeoryios 
Vasiliou to make new concessions. 

Because the method of the intervention and the expres- 
sion of U.S. positions cenceal numerous traps, we must 
emphasize that we must not only deal with this develop- 
ment with the appropriate attention but we must also 
indicate to the U.S. Administration the correct frame- 
work for such an intervention. 


Also, we must not foster delusions that the U.S. Admin- 
istration will be just and exert the appropriate pressure 
on Turkey. We ourselves must create the suitable condi- 
tons so that subsequent developments are set in motion 
in the right direction. 
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on 3d Post-Operative Checkup 
NC3003 194389 Athens Domestic Service in Greek 
1830 GMT 30 Mar 89 


[Text] Prime Minister Andreas Papandreou underwent 
his 3d scheduled post-operative checkup this morning at 
the Athens General State Hospital. Leaving the hospital 
after approximately 2 hours, the prime minister 
responded to questions from journalists. 


Among other things, Andreas stressed that 
the elections will be held on 18 June and that they will 
not be advanced even by one day. The prime minister 
also refrained from answering a question on whether 
Agamemnon Koutsoyiorgas will lead the Panhellenic 
Socialist Movement's election campaign. 


In conclusion, the prime minister referred to the medical 
examinations he had and expressed his satis- 
faction. He added that he will have another examination 
in 3 months and stressed: As far as the elections are 
concerned, I am absolutely ready to wage the battle, and 
I intend to use my abilities fully. 


Vasiliou Confers With Sartzetakis, 
NC3003 134589 Athens Domestic Service in Greek 
1130 GMT 30 Mar 89 


[Text] Cyprus President Yeoryios Vasiliou conferred 
with Greek President Khristos Sartzetakis at | 200 today. 
President Vasiliou arrived in Athens at 1100. 


At this moment, President Vasiliou is conferring with 
Prime Minister Andreas Papandreou. Taking part in the 
talks between the Cypriot president and the Greek prime 
minister on behalf of Greece are National Defense 
Minister loannis Kharalambopoulos, Foreign Minister 
Karolos Papoulias, Secretary General of the Foreign 
Ministry Ambassador Konstandinos Yeoryiou, and 
Greek ambassador to Nicosia loannis Fotopoulos. 
Attending on behalf of Cyprus are Foreign Minister 
Yeoryios lakovou, Minister to the President Patrokios 
Stavrou, and government spokesman Akis Fandis. 


After the meeting a luncheon will be held at Maximos 
Palace in honor of President Vasiliou. According to the 
agenda for the visit, President Vasiliou will confer with 
majority opposition leader Konstandinos Mitsotakis this 
afternoon. 


Vasiliou Comment 
NC3003201189 Athens Domestic Service in Greek 
1800 GMT 30 Mar 8&9 


[Text] Today Cyprus President Yeoryios Vasiliou met 
separately with President Khristos Sartzetakis and 
Prime Minister Andreas Papandreou. 
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Vasiliou arrived in Athens at 1115 today, and at 1200 he 
met with the president of the Republic. At the meeting, 
which lasted for over | hour, the two men discussed the 
latest developments in the Cyprus issue. 


At 1330 today, Cyprus President Yeoryios Vasiliou met 
with Prime Minister Andreas Papandreou at the Max- 
imos Palace. The two men first had a private meeting, 
and then a working luncheon was hosted for Vasiliou 
and attended by Greek National Defense Minister 
loannis Kharalambopoulos, Foreign Minister Karolos 
Papoulias, Foreign Ministry Secretary General Konstan- 
dinos Yeoryiou, Director of the Prime Minister's Diplo- 
matic Office Kiriakos Rodhosakis, and Greek Ambassa- 
dor in Nicosia loannis Fotopoulos. The meeting was also 
attended by Cypriot Foreign Minister Yeoryios lakovou, 
Under Secretary to the President Patroklos Stavrou, 
government spokesman Akis Fandis, Education Minis- 
ter Andreas Filippou, and Cyprus Ambassador in Athens 
Frixos Kolotas. 


Immediately after the prime minister's meeting with the 
Cypriot president, which lasted approximately 2 hours, 
Papandreou and Vasiliou made the following statements: 


[Begin Papandreou recording} Today in our sunny city, 
and with particular pleasure, both | and my associates 
again received President Yeoryios Vasiliou and his close 
associates. We had the opportunity to exchange, in 
depth, views on the course of the Cyprus issue. However, 
what 1s much more significant 1s that we have agreed on 
the course to be followed from now on as well as on how 
to coordinate the activities of our two countres at the 
international level. | believe it has been one of the most 
fruitful and significant meetings President Vasiliou, our 
associates, and | have held. | again say welcome. [end 
recording} 


[Begin Vasiliou recording] Thank you very much. | 
absolutely agree with what the prime minister said. Our 
discussions and exchanges of views were very useful. 
What 1s important 1s that the struggle we are waging for 
a Cyprus solution 1s not easy, it is difficult and, | would 
say, very difficult. Therefore, it is of immense impor- 
tance that every step we make is studied well and 
absolutely coordinated. Last night we held a 5-hour 
meeting of the National Council in Cyprus at which 
there was a briefing on the course of the dialogue and an 
exchange of views. We also agreed on the tactics to be 
followed in New York, where | will be accompanied by 
all the political leaders of Cyprus, and we will thus give 
the message to all that there is unity between the Cypnot 
people and the political leadership on the national issue. 
Today in Athens, it was important that we coordinate— 
decide, rather—afier an exchange of views, on what 
should we do and how should we do it. 


I am very pleased because, as the prime minister also 
rightly said, this dialogue was very creative, and | would 
also like to believe that it will bring about results. fend 
recording] 
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Ozal Announces Cabinet With 14 New Appointments 
TA3 103092989 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 
1000 GMT 31 Mar 89 


[Text] The changes effected in the Council of Ministers 
have been announced. State Minister Ali Bozer was 
appointed state minister and deputy prime minister. In a 
news conference in Ankara today, Prime Minister Tur- 
gut Ozal announced the changes in the Council of 
Ministers. The new Cabinet includes 14 new appoint- 
ministers were reshuffled. 


The new Council of Ministers 1s composed of the follow- 
ing members: State Minister and Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter: Ali Bozer, State Minister: Gunes Taner. State Min- 
ister: Ismet Ozarslan; State Minister: Saffet Sert: State 
Minister: Ercument Konukman: State Minister: Ilhan 
Askin; State Minister: Kamuran Inan; State Minister: 
Cemil Cicek; State Minister: Mehmet Yazar. State Min- 
ister: Isin Celebi; Justice Minister: Oltan Sungurlu; 


Sukru Yurur, Energy and Natural Resources Minister. 
Fahrettin Kurt, Culture Minister: Namik Kemal Zeybek. 
Tourism Minister: han Akuzum. 


The Council of Ministers is expected to convene under 
the chairmanship of Ozal at 1430 today. 


Oxzal Holds News Conference 
7TA3103111189 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 
1000 GMT 31 Mar 89 


State Minister Kamuran Inan will be responsible for 


priority development areas and for relations with the 
Council of Europe. 


TURKEY 42 


State Minister Cemil Cicek will be responsible for issues 
that come under the popular heading of family affairs. 
Cicek will also be responsible for the Wagf Directorate 
General, the Directorate of Social Services and Protec- 


The Press, Broadcasting, and Information Directorate 
General; ANATOLIA; Turkish Radio and Television: 
and the Turkish Cellulose and Paper Industries Direc- 
torate General will fall under the jurisdiction of State 
Minister Mehmet Yazar. 


New State Minister Ismet Ozarslan will be responsible 
for youth affairs. The Youth and Sports Directorate 
General will be affiliated with his ministry. 


The duties of the other state ministers will be established 
within the next few days. 


Replying to questions during his news conference, Prime 
Minister Ozal said that he will decide whether or not to 
seck a vote of confidence for his new cabinet only after 
he consults with his cabinet colleagues. 


Asked to explain why he took sole responsibility for the 
economy, and why he did not include former State 
Minister Yusuf Bozkurt Ozal and Husnu Dogan, former 
minister of agriculture, forestry, and village affairs, in his 
new cabinet, the prime minister said: Yusuf Ozal is one 
of the most well-versed persons about economic issucs. 
He has been of great use to us. However, certain circles 
and the press came up with a story about a dynasty. They 
influenced the public. Therefore, in order to erase this 
image, | decided to assume responsibility for economic 
affairs. It 1s not because these two people failed that | did 
not give them duties. 


Replying to another question, Prime Minister Ozal 
pointed out that the Motherland Party 1s a new party and 
not the continuation of any other party. At the time, we 
received the votes without doing anything, but now, after 
we worked so hard, our votes fell, he said, adding: We 
will work harder now, the present situation will change. 
and we will receive the votes we deserve. 


Replying to another question, the prime minister said 
that he did not contact any of the new ministers before 
he appointed them, however, he said, | informed some of 
the ministers who were not appointed to the new cabinet 
of the situation. 


A reporter asked whether the new cabinet is an carly 
election government or a government that will take 
Turkey to 1992. Oval replied that he considers the new 
cabinet the one that will take Turkey to 1992, but that he 
might make certain revisions in the future. He recalied 
that five state ministries are still vacant. He then reiter- 
ated that only the Motherland Party group can decide on 
early elections. 








TA3103152989 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1515 GMT 31 Mar 89 
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change in the Constitution nor a change of government. 
What Turkey needs is a change of power, Demirel said. 


ity is then 
needed in the first and second rounds of voting and a 
simple majority in the third round. It is a secret vote, 
Oral said, and it is the Turkish Grand National Assem- 
bly [TGNA] that determines which candidate will get the 
simple majority in the third round. However, let me just 
say this: This parliament will clect a civilian president. 
Asked to clearly say whether or not he will be a presi- 
dential candidate, Prime Minister Ozal said: There is a 
long while yet until the presidential elections. 


Replying to another question, Ozal reiterated his view 
that the country needs a constitution drawn up by 
civilhans and emphasizing human rights. He stressed that 
in the new constitution, it will be enough to define what 
the TGNA and the government cannot do and not what 
they must do. 


TA3103155289 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1530 GMT 31 Mar 89 


elections. Uniess this is done, it cannot be said that the 
national will is taken into consideration.” 


elections. While SDPP emerged as the leading and conser- 
vative True Path Party (TPP) the second party, ANAP fell 
to third rank by nearly 22 percent of the total votes. 


‘Unofficial Final Results’ of Elections 
7TA3103165289 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 
1600 GMT 31 Mar 89 


[Excerpt] The unofficial final results of the elections held 
last Sunday for provincial municipal councils have been 
determined. Of the total voters, 81.7 percent cast votes. 
The Social Democratic Populist Party was first in the 
elections, receiving 28.71 percent of the votes. The Truc 
Path Party was second with 25.15 percent of the votes, 
and the Motherland Party was third with 21.75 percent. 
The Prosperity Party received 9.79 percent, the Demo- 
ratic Leftist Party 9.03 percent, the Nationalist Labor 
Party 4.16 percent, and the Reformist Democracy Party 
0.95 percent. The independents received 0.48 percent of 
the vote. [passage omitted] 


Death Penalty Asked for Motheriand Party Deputy 
TA3103151589 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1455 GMT 31 Mar 8&9 


[Text] Ankara (A.A.}—The prosecutor asked for death 
penalty today for the ruling Motherland Party (ANAP) 
deputy Idris Arikan for killing True Path Party (TPP) 
deputy Abdurrezzak Ceylan in the parliament two days 
ago 
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The indictment read at the opening session of the trial 
against Id:.s Arikan expounded that even if the shot is 
aimed for someone else the damage to a third person is 
considered as committed against the person aimed. 


Idris Arikan, brought to court today under heavy secu- 
rity measures, appeared calm and asked for time to study 
the indictment. 


The prosecutor objected to this request contending that 
when a flagrant offence was concerned time extensions 
could not be recognized to the suspect. 


Idris Arikan, deputy for southeastern province of Siirt 
from ANAP, had shot Abdurezzak Ceylan, who had tried 
to come between an independent deputy from Siirt with 
whom he was quarelling in the ANAP lobby of the 
parliament, the day after the municipal election results 
were announced making TPP the second leading party 
and the ruling ANAP the third. 


The victim, Abdurezzak Ceylan (39), was a deputy for 
Siirt from TPP. 


Vuralhan Wary of Greek Application to WEU 
TA3003 141589 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 
1000 GMT 30 Mar 89 


[Text] National Defense Minister Ercan Vuralhan has said 
that he views Greece's application for membership in the 
Western European Union [WEU] positively, from the 
aspect of strengthening the European alliance. This appli- 
cation followed Turkey's application to the WEU. How- 
ever, he said, Turkey is concerned that Greece's applica- 
tion might have been made with a view toward, or timed 
at, delaying or preventing Turkey's membership. 


Ercan Vuralhan was speaking with WEU Secretary Gen- 
eral Alfred Cahen. Vuralhan described the active study 
by the WEU of Turkey's membership application as a 
positive development. The national defense minister 
yo sa that Turkey is an inalienable factor for Western 


A written statement issued by the Ministry of National 
Defense at the end of the meeting says that the following 
views were conveyed to the WEU secretary general: We 
were pleased that our allies positively assess the fact that 
Turkey displays a constructive attitude in all interna- 
tional forums. It is not right to create security regions 
within the alliance. Turkey's application for membership 
in the WEU is as important as its application for 
membership in the EC. 


WEU's Cahen Holds News Conference 
TA3003 155989 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1500 GMT 30 Mar 8&9 


Text} Ankara (A.A.}—Western Europe Union [WEU] 

ry General Alfred Cahen today said Turkey was 
an integral part of Turkey but completion of the harmo- 
nization program was required for full membership. 
[sentence as received] 


TURKEY 


Speaking at a news conference today at the Turkish 
capital, Cahen said all WEU members realized the 
contributions of Turkey to the Atlantic and European 
defense. He added that they proposed a new consultation 
mechanism with Turkey for this reason. 


He added that this mechanism could not be expected to 
replace full membership. 


“When we invite Turkey to membership, a negotiation 
process will start in the course of which the meaning for 
both sides of her membership will be discussed,” Cahen 
concluded. 


Yilmaz on WEU Membership 
7A3003 173889 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1630 GMT 30 Mar 89 


[Text] Ankara (A.A.}—Foreign Minister Mesut Yilmaz 
said that the defence of Europe will remain unaccomp!l- 
ished without the active contribution of Turkey. 


In a speech during a dinner he hosted Wednesday for 
Alfred Cahen, secretary of the West European 
Union [WEU], on an official visit here, Mesut Yilmaz 
said effective contribution in all aspects to the integra- 
tion process of Europe, was one of the top priorities of 
the Turkish Government. 


He went on to say that Turkey has displayed her deter- 
mination for integrating with Europe by being a member 
of the OECD, NATO and the Council of Europe, and 
this policy's turning point had been her membership 
application to the European Community. 


“Turkey's membership application to the WEU needs to 
be reviewed in the light of the country’s determination to 
take her rightful place within the European integration 
and her unreversable Westernization policy,” he said. 


He also stressed that harmonized efforts of all NATO 
members was necessary for strengthening the security of 
Europe, and Turkey, ——— country, could play an 
important role in these . 


Pointing out that Turkey attached great importance on 
admission to the WEU, Mr. Yilmaz said: “In a time 
when the East-West relations create new opportunities 
for a more stable and secure Europe, Turkey's timely 
membership will make great contributions to the Euro- 


pean security concept.” 


On his part, Alfred Cahen said that they were aware of 
the contribution made by Turkcy for the defence of the 
NATO and West Europe. 


He went on to say that establishment of a presidential 
mechanism between Turkey and the WEU is presently 
under consideration. However, he added, they did not 
regard this as a procedure which replaces full integration. 
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Mr. Cahen was received by Premier Turgut Ozal ("later 
today). 


Cahen Concludes Contacts, Departs 
743003163689 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1540 GMT 30 Mar 89 


[Text] Ankara (A.A.}—Western Europe Union Secretary 
General Alfred Cahen departed from Turkey after com- 
pleting his contacts today. 


Meanwhile, a dinner planned in Cahen'’s honor this 
evening by Defense Minister Ercan Vuralhan has been 
cancelled. 


Economic Protocol With Turkish Cypriots Signed 
743003203189 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 
1600 GMT 30 Mar 89 


[Text] Turkey and the Turkish Republic of Northern 
Cyprus [TRNC] signed the joint economic committee 
protocol in Ankara today. State Minister Abdullah Tene- 
keci and Commerce and Industry Minister Taskent 
Alasayan signed the protocol on behalf of Turkey and the 
TRNC respectively. 


In a statement during the signing ceremony, Tenckeci 
said that efforts were being made to promote relations 
between the two countries. In turn, Atasayan recalled 
that work 1s being intensified in the infrastructural field. 


The protocol increases the import quota for Turkish 
travellers to the TRNC from | million Turkish Lira to 3 
million. The protocol also calls on the two countries to 
take the necessary measures to further promote the 
volume of trade. 


According to the protocol, contacts Bee g | pene 
associations will be intensified to th nt ventures 


will be established between the two countries for the 
marketing and distribution of goods to third countries 
and cooperation opportunities will be encouraged. Tur- 
key will provide the necessary financial support for the 
TRNC’'s development in the fields of trade and industry. 


The proper functioning of the protocol will be assessed in 
joint meetings to be held every 3 months. 


Pakistani Student Group Head Attacks Hijab Ban 
NC3103063889 Tehrar International Service 
in Turkish 0400 GMT 28 Mar 89 


[Text] Abdul Musawi, the head of the female branch of 
the istami Students Imamate Organization, has 
strongly attacked the ban of the hijab [Islamic attire] in 
Turkish universities and demanded that the Turkish 
officials lift the ban. 


In a statement to the news agency of the Islamic Repub- 
lic of Iran in Islamabad, Abdul Musawi said that the ban 
on Islamic attire in Turkey indicates the extent of the 


TURKEY 


influence of the exploitationist culture on that country. 
Furthermore, he voiced support for the resistance of the 
Muslim women against the ban on the hyab and asserted 
that Muslim sisters in Turkey should maintain their 


Kurdish Groups Declare ‘Joint Zone’ 
NC3103080489 Istanbul MILLIYVET in Turkish 
27 Mar 89 pp 3. 10 


[Excerpt] Diyarbakir (MILLIYET News Service}—The 
leaders of four Kurdish organizations met in Mahabad in 


Barzani, leader of the Kurdish Workers 


Regional . Other PKK Militants Caught 
143103153389 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1500 GMT 31 Mar 89 


[Text] Diyarbakir (A.A.}—The security forces dealt a 
serious blow to the ist terrorist underground 
organization PKK [Kurdish Workers Party] in south- 


Acting on a tip-off security forces rounded up the key 
militants of the underground separatist organization. 
Karatay is reported to have been responsible of 50 
killings in the area. 

The Botan group of PKK, active in Mardin, is consid- 


ered the most fierce extension of PKK. the authorities 
said. 
2 ‘Separatist Terrorists’ Killed in Clash 


743103154089 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1520 GMT 31 Mar 8&9 


[Text] Surt (A.A.}—Two separatist terrorists died last 
night in a clash with the security forces near Eruh 
township of the southeastern province of Surt, A.A. 


correspondent reported today. 
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Security forces, conducting operations in the region, 
encountered a separatist terrorist gang. In the ensuing 
to the mountaincous area of Eruh. 


The security forces pursued them and the clash was 
resumed. 


security forces is still in progress, the authorities said. 


‘Sea Wolf Naval Exercises End 30 Mar 
TA3103080189 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 
2000 GMT 30 Mar 8&9 


[Text] The “Sea Wolf” exercises, which have been under 
way in the Marmara and Black Seas for the past 10 days. 


TA3103153089 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1510 GMT 31 Mar 89 


[Text] Ankara (A.A.}—State Statistics Institution (SSI) 


today reported that gross national product growth rate 
has been 3.4 percent in 1988. 


According to SSI's third estimate of national income, the 
growth rate has been 6.8 percent in agriculture and 2.1 
percent in industry. 


In the second estimate of national income SSI had 
calculated the GNP growth rate as 5.2 [percent}. 
The GNP growth rate in 1987 had been 7.4 percent. 


According to SSI, income per capita will be 1292.5 
dollars. 


In SSI's second estimate the per capita income had been 
calculated to be 1459 [dollars]. It had been 1266.4 
dollars in 1987. 


Chamber of Industry Worried About Rising Debts 
TA3003 172289 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
15580 GMT 30 Mar 8&9 


[Text] Ankara (A.A.}—Ankara Chamber of Industry 
(ATO) expressed concern for rising internal debts in an 
economic report covering the month of March. 


TURKEY 


The report said the internal debt stock of the government 
increased by 56 percent as compared to the previous year 
and reached 26 trillion Turkish liras (approximately 13 
billhon dollars). 


The ATO report gave the use by the state of funds 
allocated to the private sector as one of the reasons for 


this development. 


The stagnation in the domestic market despite high 
inflation is another cause for concern of stagflation, the 


report said. 
* Preparedness for Single Market Analyzed 


Activities for Adaptation 
35540073 Istanbul CUMHURIYET in Turkish 
14 Feb 89 pp 1, 12 


[Article by Abdurrahman Yildirim: “Is Turkey Ready 
for “Single Market™”} 


[Text] 31 December 1992. This date which spells a 
turning point for Europe has not yet assumed the posi- 
tion that its importance requires on Turkey's agenda. 
While the private sector giants and representative busi- 
nesses are trying to assume the function of engine in the 
efforts related to Turkey's preparations for the EEC 
Single Market, efforts in the bureaucracy are just now 
beginning. In the agricultural sector, however, “not a leaf 
is stirring.” The universities are using their very scarce 
resources to try to train a limited number of experts. In 
the days following 31 December 1992, the 12 EEC 
member countnes are supposed to make Europe a single 
market by lifting the physical, financial and technical 
barners among themselves, and the biggest obstacle in 
the process of preparing Turkish business for this is said 
to be a “capital shortage.” While European companies 
that are already too big for Turkish business to cope with 
through mergers and acquisitions, it 1s 


and that the 6th 5-Year Plan should be converted into a 
plan for adjusting to the EEC. If the banks do not soon 
second greatest shock in the history of the republic after 
deregulation of interest in 1980 will occur, it 1s said. It is 
claimed that certain banks will come under control of 
foreign capital, mergers will increase and the weak will 
be devastated. 


Big Companies in forefront 


In preparation for the EEC and the European single 
market, the leadership in the private sector, again the 
largest businesses such as Koc, Sabanci, Eczacibasi and the 
Turkish Bottle and Glass Community, have established 





!n addition to the EEC preparations by the large compa- 


and marketing for these com- 


(TUTIK) was also formed to prevent haphazard devel- 
opment and solve problems in the industry. 


TOBB President Ali Coskun pomts out that Turkish 
firms must be restructured for the EEC and the single 
market, drawing attention to the lack of capital to do 
this. Coskun explains that some of the businesses lacking 
the resources for restructuring are scaling down and 
petivsoning auxiliary activities to return to their main 
activity, while others are secking local or foreign part- 
ners. Stateng that 1989 must be a year of regrouping and 
tedying up for work necessary for 1992, Ali Coskun says 
that joint ventures will increase in ion for the 
EEC and that bank mergers will be added to this. 


versity EEC Institute, plans to monitor the pulse of 
Europe and report these developments in a bulictin to be 
published biweekly. TUSIAD will designate the bodies 
that should assume leadership of the sectors in compe- 
tition with the EEC and the strateg es they should use. It 
18 also a member of the European Cc mmunity Industral 
Union (ASB). Through this membership, TUSIAD 
hopes to youn in the activities of the employers’ organ:- 
zation that effectively lobbies the EEC. 


TUSIAD—EEC Working Group Chairman Yildirim 
Akturk pointed out that the best way for the companies 
to prepare for the single market is “joint ventures” and 
said, “A good partner is the key to this venture. Use his 
accumulated knowledge and marketing. Conquer the 


Se ne ee eee ee ee ee 
capital market towards preparation for the 
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[Article by Baris Kudar: “No Preparation™} 
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people working mm many public enterprises have 
taken the three-part course He sand that 25) people have 


[Article by Faruk Beskisiz: “Expert Deficit”) 


[Text] it ts estimated that Turkey needs a 25,000-person —s_ recerwed certificates from them so far and nearly 140 will 
army of EEC experts consisting of representatives of the = recerve certificates im March He contenued: 
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“By 1990. I think we will have 1,000 people who have 
received certificates from us. Almost 100 people attend 
cach session of the courses, consisteng of 98 hours cach. 
that we give twoce a year. Subjects are studied mm detail in 
our programs. Exampics of this would be EEC rules of 


M for Technology 
ISS40073 I CUMHURIYVET im Turkish 


14 Feb 89 pp 1. 12 
[Article by Levent Gurses: “Wide Gap™] 


Test] The Turkish private sector, im preparation for 
C competition at the end of 1992, has begun to stress 


1987. the rate for Japan was 2.9 percent, and for the 


cuports every year as proof of the.” says Yaraman and 
adds that the company draws up a long-term RAD policy 
and increases spending year. The only one among 
the three who gave any figures, Yaraman said thai 
Bottle-Gilass spent 2.5 billion liras on RAD on 1988 and 
plans to spend 4.5 billbon liras in 1989 According to this. 
Bottle-Glass «ill spend $131 50 per employee on RAD 
m 1989. Yaraman stresses that they divide their RAD 
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activities into three calegones: practical research, devel- 


Turkey can get into this by just saying. “Hey, kets do 
some RAD.” You have to pull together the equipment 


Ertugrul Ergoz ss ch’ * of the Planning and Investment 
Office of Sabanc: Holding which does RAD at ARGESA 
[Research and Development Incorporated], attached to 
its rubber subsidiary. He says that they have two kinds of 
RAD. “First are the quality control and process devel- 
opment units that every factory has. In secking to answer 
the question of how we can improve quality in these 


ref ame ee dey deme hy vy 1on attached to 
GESA's final duty ss 
to create rubber technology. ARGESA. set up at a cost 15 
dillon liras. does practical research based on a screntific 
foundation ~ 


Ergoz says that ARGESA is at the level where can 
compete with any organization im the world and that 1 
will make an important contribution to the Sabanci 
Groups'’s ability to compete in Europe in 1992. He 
contenucs: “Moreover, we are taking advantage of the 
RAD done by Bridgestone, our fc-eign partner. Another 
advantage that Sabanc: Holding has on this regard 1s the 
opportunity to benefit from the extensive RAD activities 
of our foreign partners such as Dupont, Brdgesione and 
Bekart. This makes « possible for us to transfer new 
technology 


“Our strategy for 1992 1s to follow developments closely 
and adapt those that are economia and feasibic, rather 
than to create modern technology. We are not consider- 


ing a new RAD organization ai this pomt.” 


Sabri Akdemur of Koc sand that a mayor cond:- 
tron for berg ready for the EEC single market is not to 
lag behind the new technology. He ported out that RAD 
activities at the group's nearly 100 companies in various 
areas are undertaken by each company on its own and at 
the rate the company feels 1 needs. 


Akdemur sand, “lt will be hard for Turkey to make up on 
its Own the tome ot has lost m m Comparison 
with the EEC, Japan and the United States. The most 


thoroughly the technology. then producing new 
technologies based on those ~ 
* Unity Efforts 
35540073 Istantul CUMHURIVET im Turkish 
14 Feb 89 pp i. 12 


[Article by Enis Berberoglu: “Rush to Adjust”) 


[Text] Ankara—Pani over the 1992 European single 
market has led to the formation of new organizations in 





31 March 1989 
the . Committees on “regulation , 
and “single market adj ™ coordinated by the DPT 


DPT’s EEC Relations which was reorganized in 
1987. This unit, with a staff of 45, including translators 
and technical began working on two basic 


1. Regulations Adjustment Subcommittees: Almost 
every area of economic and social life in the EEC is being 
studied by up to 10 subcommittees. The committees 
have representatives of the economic units and other 


2. Single Market Adjustment Committees: The deliber- 
ations of these committees are more limited than the 
Regulations Adjustment Committees. These five sub- 
committees will evaluate the possible effects on the 
Turkish economy of the free movement within the EEC 
after 1992 of services, capital and the labor force. 


In their deliberations they will take into account the 
deveiopment over time of the limited 
envisages for rapid adjustment in | 


that the EEC 
2 and work up 
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estimates extending into the 2000's of the effects of 


example, the Under Secretariat of Treasury and Foreign 
Trade has been acting on the assumption that financial 
services and capital movement are totally under its own 
authority and does not seem to wish to be of assistance to 
another subcommittee just formed in the past few days 
reportedly included an entry in its minutes saying that 
“the Foreign Ministry representative cannot make much 
of a contribution to the deliberations at this stage.” 


* Journalist, Politicians View Kurdish Issue 
35540068a Istanbul NOKTA in Turkish 12 Feb 89 
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shine flashlights in their faces and be able to join 
torchlight processions during celebrations instead’ 
When will Turkey's open wound—the Kurdish prob- 
lem—be healed” 


In the final days of December and throughout January, 
the residents of Cizre, Batman and Eruh once again 
brought to the agenda in all its dimensions the Kurdish 
problem that has plagued the Turkish Republic through- 
Out its history. 


Actually, it is not the first time for any of the things being 
done. A look al news reports in recent years 1s enough to 
reveal the two-sided drama occurring in the cast. The 
eastern people are helpless and hopeless before the 
severe trial of being squeezed between PKK [Kurdish 
Workers Party] terrorism and state pressure. On the one 
hand, there are women who miscarry because of gendar- 
menie brutality, village headmen who have stones tied to 
their genitals and are forced to run for 4 hours at a time, 
villagers forced to crawl in the briars while carrying 
commandos on their backs. On the other. there are 
village soldiers and officers ruthlessly chosen as 
targets for PKK bullets, fathers denounced as “traitors” 
by their PKK sons and tortured to death, massacres in 
Eruh and Sirnak. 


Every time an incident first appears in the press, it creates 
great indignation and investigations are launched, but 
soon all is forgotten and our eastern citizens are left to face 
their own ordeal. Is this inevitable” 


The Nose on Your Face 


SHP [Social Democratic Populist Party] Mardin Deputy 
Ahmet Turk says that continuation of this ordeal is 
inevitable unless agreement can be reached in the initial 
Stage of the problem, at the “identifying the problem” 
stage. He continues: “Secing the facts and knowing how 
these facts should be approached and how to solve the 


problem are two different things.” 


In fact, disagreement appears at this very first stage in 
Turkey, at the stage of accepting Kurdish existence. State 
authorities and certain circles in Turkey have been 
developing theories and recounting myths for years 
which pretend that the Kurdish problem does not exist. 
For example, training brochures prepared by the General 
Staff for soldiers explain that the Kurds are only moun- 
tain Turks who are still called Kurds because that is the 
sound they make wnen walking through the snow. TER- 
CUMAN columnist Ahmet Kabakli once made this 
contribution in his column to the theories about the 
Kurds: “At any rate, Kurd comes from the word for 
‘wolf.’ Any whom we call Kurds today are nothing other 
than mindless, forgetful Turks who have forgotten Turk- 
ish and learned Arabic and Persian.” 


The authorities’ insistence on this attitude sometimes 
pushes anyone who mentions the Kurdish problem into 
interesting methods of proof. Former TIP [Turkish 
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Workers Party] General Chairman Mehmet Ali Aslan 
explains one method he appiied as follows: “I asked the 
Istanbul DGM [State Security Court] for a viewing of 
evidence to determine the existence of the Kurdish 
people. The viewing of evidence would have brought 
openness to the matter. I: was impossible to find an 
expert on the Kurds because scientific studies about 
them were prohibited in Turkey. There was one scholar. 
Ismail Besikci, and he had spent the 10 most productive 
years of his life in prison because of the studies he had 
conducted. The committee of experts for the hearing, for 
this reason, would have to be formed from universities 
such as the Sorbonne, Oxford and C idge.”” The 
court committee rejected the request after a half hour of 
disdainful discussion. 


This way of looking at the Kurdish problem goes back 
quite some time, to around 1925. Or even before? 


Designs in One Cloth 


Professor Cahit Tanyol during a panel discussion 
described the “before”’—the Ottoman period—as fol- 
lows: “Kurd” was a respected tribal name during Otto- 
man times. The Kurd was Ottoman, the Turk was 
Ottoman. There was a federative concept surrounding 
the name “Ottoman.” In fact, there was also a federative 
structure, not formally but culturally. No one discrimi- 
nated against anyone cise. Everyone lived like designs in 
one cloth.” 


The fief system was not practiced in Kurdistan; some of 
the principalities were not even required to go oul on 
campaign with the Ottoman Sultan. The rise of nation- 
alist movements worldwide in the carly 20th century 
affected the Ottoman Empire also. Kurds attended the 
Ottoman Liberals Congress in 1902. Many publications 
in the Kurdish language started coming out after the 
constitutronal monarchy. 


Kurds stood shoulder to shoulder with Turks to defend 
the motherland during the War for Independence. The 
Kurdish tribes opposed the activities of the Kurdish 
Great Society and Bogoz Nubar to establish a puppet 
Kurdistan during the 1920 Paris Peace Conference and 
sent this telegram to the Ottoman Parliament in 1920: 
“The Kurds have fought in the front lines with the Turks 
today for the liberation of their homelands. We mect 
Bogos Nubar's efforts with contempt.” 


The state's friendly policy towards the Kurds was to last 
throughout the War for Independence and the carly 
years of the republic and this policy would be evident in 
the decisions of the Erzurum and Sivas Congress, in 
Ataturk’s Amasya Rally. in Inonu’s Lausanne speech, 
and again in Ataturk’s press conference at Izmit. 





However, the wind changed direction around 1924- 
1925. One sang “Strike the Turkish lad” instead of 


Constitution. So | think that the Kurdish policy was 
abandoned in the national struggle between 1923-1924. 
The Sheikh Sait uprising in 1925 was the result of this, 

it was the policy of the government of the republic, 

Mustafa Kemal and Inonu in particular, to resolve 
the problem militarily. Nevertheless, not all of the repub- 
lic’s policy makers approved this policy. For example. 
when the rebellion broke out, then Prime Minister Fethi 


another result of this 15 years of uprisings was that not a 
single investment could be made in the area.” Cemil 
Kocak points out that the rebellions and the harsh policy 
against them came to an end after 1938 and during the 
Inonu administration, for example, speaking of the 
Kurdish problem was not a violation of official policy or 
punishable. 


The multiparty era and post-27 May would bring a softer 
approach in the state's Kurdish policy, and many topics 
that could not be discussed, including the Kurdish prob- 
lem, would begin to be discussed with the 1961 Consti- 
tution. However, this did not mean a radical change in 
Kurdish policy. In fact, the Resettlement Law passed 
right after the coup provided for the forced migration to 
other areas “of those for whom it is deemed necessary” 
by decision of the Council of Ministers. And, on 16 
November, National Unity Committee President Cemal 
Gursel made this speech: “If...the mountain Turks do 
not readily comply, the army will not hesitate to destroy 
their cities and villages by bombing. Thus it will be a sea 
of blood in which they and their country will be 


destroyed. 


Kurdish Problem Contracted to Military 


So why didn’t the various governments that have held 
office since 1925 formulate policies of their own? News- 
man-author Mehmet Ali Birand stresses that the polit:- 
cians have historically contracted the Kurdish problem 
out to the military and this has perhaps been the biggest 
problem. He then answers the question in this way: “It 
has been the military who has been the constant overseer 
of policy in the Kurdish problem and has continually 
shown interest in this problem in Turkey. The military 
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has adopted it because civilian governments have not 
shown continuity. However, the military approach has 
perforce been concerne4 with security. In exchange, the 
civilian governments have avoided setting a different 
approach or policy. No one wants to take responsibility 
for ut. They are afraid of opening a Pandora's box 
because no one knows what will happen in the future.” 


However, Birand predicts a change in this regard. He 
says that governments are now showing signs of produc- 
ing policy, albeit reluctantly, but in another answer on 
this topic, evaluates the Ozal government as follows: 
“Turkey's prime minister says this should be resolved by 
a soft approach through policy, not by force. But he has 
not yet or has not yet been able to convert his intentions, 
comments and beliefs into policy.” 


We got another indication of the trends that Ozal has not 
yet been able to convert into policy or even to articulate 
from yet another journalist, Guner: Civaoglu. Civaoglu 
wrote in a column foilowing a long conversation he had 
with Ozal on the Kurdish problem that he got the 
impression that the prime minister has extensive and 
positive projects in mind on this matter. According to 
Civaoglu, Ozal places so much importance on GAP 
{southeastern Anatolia dam building project] because he 
sees the problem first of all as a one of economic 
development. Reading between the lines of Civaoglu’s 
column, however. it 1s possible to infer that the prime 
ministcr 1s close to ideas of cultural autonomy to a 
certain degree. However, all of these “fine” ideas in 
Ozal’s head cannot prevent his reaching an impasse in 
concrete situations that require concrete attitudes. The 
impasse the government got into during the influx of 
Iraqi Kurdish refugees 1s one of these. Mehmet Ali Aslan 
explains in the book “Kurdish Refugees.” published at 
the end of 1988. The government could not get any aid 
from foreign countries for the refugees. Ozal even 
reproached the Western countries about this on televi- 
sion. Actually, there was a reason that he could not 
disclose the failure to receive help. The West was able to 
send aid to the Iraqis in Turkey only through the channel 
of the United Nations High Commissioner, but the 
government had not even applied to this commission. If 
it had, it would have had to grant “refugee” status to the 
Iraqi Kurds, allowing them to take advantage of all mghts 
granted to refugees. What does this mean’? ..a radio 
Station that broadcasts in Kurdish, the opportunity to 
listen to Kurdish broadcasts, indeed even the opportu- 
nity for schooling conducted in Kurdish. He may have 

how much these nghts would have infuriated the 
Turkish Kurds. The government hos run into the same 
conflict in other incidents also, for although speaking 
Kurdish is banned by law No 2932, Oza! talked with 
prisoners in the Diyarbakir prison and Kurds “who had 
taken refuge” in Hakkar through interpreters. More- 
over, the banned language “infiltrated” television by 
means of these conversations 


And Kurdish Comments 


Yes. the Kurdish probiem is a wound that new incidents 
constantly reinfect and that brings governments to an 
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impasse. So what do the Kurds think about al! this? 
What theones for solution do they have? 


When the topic turns to this question, Mehmet Al: Asian 
says that we may examine their theonmes under three 
rough headings. First, there are those who defend the 


And what about those who favor separatism” This is the 
most radical proposal for solution among the Kurds. But 
there 1s one feature of this thesis on which all concerned 
agree and that is that the number of their sympathizers 1s 


among the general public. It is clear that Turkey's ethnic 
Kurds want to live in a democratic country far from the 


quarrels of the Middle East. And the only way left for 
proponents of the separatist view is: terronsm! And that 


midnight kidnappings at gun point. And the local people 
are gradually distancing themselves from the PKK. 


Hasn't There Been Enough Blood to Make the Point 


On the one hand, there is the PKK. Yes! But what does 
it gain to see the Kurdish problem in terms of PKK 
attacks’ Neither Scotland Yard not MI-5 antiterronsm 
teams can find the bombs planted in supermarkets by the 
IRA. Nor can Spanish security forces prevent the ETA 
from setting off bombs in the airports. And the PKK. 
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with its record of massacring hundreds of children and 
familie<, civilians and military, is on the verge of starting 
urban terrorism. The nghtfui concern of military author- 
ities and politicians about this can no longer be ignored. 


Mehmet Al: Asian says, “If the administration insists on 
a policy of denial and methods of oppression and force 
and if the channels of democratic expression are blocked. 
armed movements will gain validity.” So how 1s armed 
terrorism to be prevented? By following a democratic, 
tolerant and realistic policy that would gain 99 percent of 
the Kurds and destroy the mass foundation of armed 
terrorism. By not letting people rot in prison because 
they said, “I am a Kurd, I speak Kurdish. By not 
persecuting people because they are from Yesilyurt Vil- 
lage in Cizre. Serafettin Elci details this policy this way: 
“The precondition for solution of the problem is to 
accept and proclaim officially the existence of the Kurd- 
ish problem with no delay. Lift all de jure and de facto 
obstacles to the open debate of the problem within a 
climate of full freedom. The fact must not be ignored 
that a premium will be placed on armed action and the 
way opened for it if channels are not opened in the quest 
for democratic rights.“ 


Elci criticizes the tendency in some circles to see the 
Kurdish problem as a simple problem of economic 
backwardness and stresses that the Kurdish problem 1s a 
political problem. He continues: “This region has high 
economic potential and will develop anyway. But even if 
economic development occurs, that 15 not enough to 
solve the problem. It is necessary to find realistic, 
intelligent and just solutions to the problem, in all of its 
economic, cultural, and political dimensions.” 


A large proportion of those we interviewed said that we 
can get nowhere with conventional strategies and there 1s 
now a need for a serious revision of state policy Mehmet 
Ali Aslan gave this answer to the question, “What will 
happen otherwise”” 


“Never in the thousands of years of its history has 
Anatolia been the home of a single lenguage, a single 
race, a single religion. Its basic law 1s pluralist. Anatoha 
has been a country of peace, order and prosperity when 
the conquerors have respected this pluralist structure 
and allowed it to flourish. We must learn from the past 
and not forget that those who tned to subduc, subjugate 
or destroy this pluralist structure have brought war and 
ruin to Anatolia. What is desired is to find a solution 
through democratic and peaceful means. But an armed 
operation has begun in Turkey today. And because of it 
a state of emergency has been declared in southeastern 
Anatolia. There is an attempt to contain events within 
the boundaries of the emergency zone. But it will be 
extremely difficult to keep events from botling over the 
boundaries of this zone unless a revision takes place in 


the approach to the Kurdish problem.” 





around, of being treated like human beings. and getting a 
There be no difficulty in doing 
these things... It is not that they want land from Turkey 


SDPP General Secretary Deniz Baykal told NOKTA 
eee Pere Sone 
the Assembly last Tuesday. In that speech he sand: “It 1s 


ing itself an instrument of revenge. The Turkish Repub- 
lic 1S NOt a racist republic. It is a republic of political 
awareness. All within the borders of this republic are 
equal citizens. However, income and land distribution 
and literacy rates are low in Turkey. And they are even 
lower in certain areas. There is torture in Turkey. And 
there 1s a great deal more of it in certain areas.” 


[Box, p 17] 


Mehmet Kececiler (Motherland Party Administrator) 


“1 do not think there is a Kurdish problem in Turkey, 
because there has never been a Muslim minority prob- 
lem in Turkey. People come from the trunk of a single 
tree, regardless of which branch they came from in the 
past. The government has been particularly preoccupied 
with eastern Anatolia ever since it took office. We have 
a minister of state charged specifically with this task 
However, it may be said that these incentives are not 
adequate and they may be enhanced further. We must 
act to eliminate the imbalance between regions.” 
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[Box, p 19] 
Suleyman Demirel (True Path Party General Chairman) 


“There are citizens in Turkey who speak Kurdish. There 
are documents which claim that our Kurdish-speaking 
citizens and brothers are Turks. The state has them. the 
academicians have them. But this does not change the 
facts. There is constraint in this. it is necessary to admit 
that when our brothers who consider themselves Kurd- 
ish in origin are citizens of this country, they are Turkish 
Republic citizens. There is no assimilation in Turkey. If 
there were, it wouldn't have lasted a year anyway. The 
Turkish Republic 1s not a racist republic. Turkey belongs 
to all of us, whether we consider ourselves of Kurdish 
origin or not. The name of this rs Turkish unity. Anyone 
who tnes to destroy Turkish unity will find the natron— 
southeast, cast, wesit—in rebellion against them. Let no 
one fear the people of this country. The people are 
loyally bound to the state, because the state 1s theirs. 
Political parties take their legitimacy from Turkish 
unity. If anyone failed to respect Turkish unity, 1t would 
not be a party.” 


Box, p 20) 


NOKTA's interview with Democratic Left Party Chaur- 
man Bulent Ecevit on the Kurdish probiem follows. 


[NOKTA] How do you see the Kurdish problem” 


[Ecevit] Nobody in Turkey, except perhaps those living 
in a few totally remote villages. can say, “Il am a 
blue-blooded Central Asian Turk. or Circassian or 
Kurd.” The people living in Turkey today have been 
intermarrying freely for centuries. The term “Turk” os 
not the name of a race, but describes a people made up of 
clements from a variety of ethnic roots. For certain 
historical reasons, southeastern Anatoha is Turkey's 
only semifeudal region. And the overwhelming majority 
of this region's people have been exploited and 
oppressed for a long time. But among those exploited 
countrymen are ethnic Kurds, Turks, Arabs, and Syriacs. 
There are likewrse people of every orgin among the 
exploiters. Nevertheless, there 1s no ethnic discrimina- 
tion, even when 1 comes to jobs at the highest levels of 
the administration of the country. 


[NOKTA] What do you think of the state's approach to 
the problem” 


[Ecevit] At tomes when internal security gains impor- 
tance, some domestic security forces behave in a way 
that gives the impression that they are literally suspi- 
cious of the regional people, and especially those who 
may be considered of Kurdish origin. This naturally 
creates animosity among the people who are quite 
devoted to this state and consider themselves a part of 
the Turkish nation. Segments that are engaged in scpa- 
ratism im the ideological sense can casily explo this 
animosity. The provision in the 198) Constitution 





[Ecevit] I strongly obyect to saying there 1s no Kurdish- 
Turkish distinction and linking this to the explanation 


many of the sultans had mothers of Christian origin. 


{NOKTA] Which states do you think are provoking the 
Kurdish problem”? 


[Ecevit] The Soviet Union used to be one of the states that 
gave the least support to ethnic trends stirred up from the 
outside. In any case, it has not supported them as openly as 
United States did in the 1960's and 1970's, Britain in 
1920's, and Libya just lately. Moreover, when ethnic 
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the Agile Falcon will be manufactured in partnership 
with the U.S. Air Force, the F-16 European Partners’ 
Group countnes, Belgium, Holland, Denmark and Nor- 


| Agile Falcon will be an advanced 
version of the F-16 and will be deployed in the air forces 
of the world in 2000 


Stating that the ultimate goal is to ensure the “inte- 
gration of these new industnes with our national indus- 
try.” and “maximizing the share of domestic content,” 
Vuralhan said 


better than the previous one’ is being implemented.” 


Agile Faicon Better 


The Agile Falcon, which is not ye: in production even in 
the United States, is a better “combat” plane than the 
F-16. With a larger payload and a longer range, the Agile 
Falcon can be used more effectively. 


A derivative of the F-16 weapons system, the Agile 
Falcon 1s a multipurpose fighter bomber. Still at the 
development stage, the first prototypes of the plane will 
be built in 1995. Mass production will also begin the 
same year 


No Delays in F-16s 


Clarifying the issue of whether the production of the 
Agile Falcon will affect the production of the Flying 
Falcon, Vuralhan said: “There is no question of delaying 
or canceling the program to acquire the 160 F-16s that 
our air force needs.” 


Vuralhan added: “In fact 1s planned to produce 
number of F-16 C/Ds to replace planes lost to attrition. 
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